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Message from the Chair 

Well, we seem to be heading into Spring in the northern hemisphere with 

unsettled weather in the UK but at least we are seeing some very fine days.  

It is lovely to see the sun and blue skies now and then, 

We are still working on arranging the AGM and Muster and hope to be able 

to circulate final details in the not too distant future.  Voting on whether to 

make it a live/hybrid event or online only has come down to a live event 

possibly with an online element, so hopefully, we will be able to make it work 

well and everyone will have a chance to login, especially those from 

overseas. 

It has been an interesting couple of months since the last newsletter with 

some interesting enquiries coming through.  Did you know of the Metcalfe 

Mansion in Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania?  This started as a query on our 

Facebook page but has provided an interesting article for this issue (Is this 

correct Susan? If not delete this bit.)  Also, another telephoned enquiry as 

resulted in additional information on a tree we already have, but some more 

recent BMDs on another branch.  It is good to catch up on families.  

The biggest problem we have, and the most persistent bugbear, is the 

assumption that ancestors we can trace back to the North Riding area are 

not all direct descendants of Sir Thomas or Sir James Metcalfe, and are 

entitled to a share of Nappa Hall, never mind a full ownership.  The family 

were prolific, having large numbers of children as you will see on many of 

the earlier entries on our database.  However, you can often see the same 

name being used for subsequent children, which usually means that the first 

child has died, and the next one was given the same name. Child mortality 

was very high in many regions – whether from disease, plague, poor 

nutrition and inevitable accidents and parents did not have the   
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advantages of contraception available today to regulate the number of children they had even if 

they had wanted to. 

Possibly like many other families, the Metcalfes often used the same names again and again, so 

we have Thomas son of Thomas, son of Thomas – and a fairly narrow range of usually biblical 

names – John, Thomas, William, Peter, Christopher and so on.  And of course, female names 

tend to disappear into their husband’s name on marriage.  Occasionally some women did manage 

to go into business of make what would be called advantageous marriages so their names might 

be recorded in legal documents, hearth taxes and other official paperwork, but for the most part, 

there might be a birth record and possibly a death or marriage record, but very little else to tell us 

what these women and girl children did.  Again, the same names run through families, Mary, 

Margaret, Elizabeth, Susanna, Catherine so this does again make it difficult to trace family lines.  

And that is without trying to decipher the spelling and variations on names. 

In my own case, I had a Susannah daughter of George, in a small area where there were three 

Susanna/h’s and lots of George’s.  It took a marriage certificate to work out which George and 

which Susannah I was looking for – accomplished comprehensively by or late President, Nina 

Benson, with my grateful thanks. 

Anyway, we hope you all have a peaceful and busy summer, and please do keep us informed of 

any Metcalfe related stories, places and people you come across, and help us to make our 

database world renowned. 

Jo Heron 

chair@metcalfe.org.uk  

A very big thankyou to those of you have already renewed your membership.  As you will have 
been sent a login and passcode to the new website, you have been acknowledged.  However, if 
you have not renewed by the end of this month, March, you will no longer be included in any 
mailings that go out – as per usual practice. 

You can rejoin either by sending a cheque to the Membership Secretary or one of our Agents in 
Australia or Canada (see contact information at the end of the newsletter), or by logging on to the 
Family History Federation’s Parish Chest, going to the subscriptions page and scrolling down to 
The Metcalfe Society.  They have been doing sterling work in taking payment from the UK as well 
as overseas. 

https://www.parishchest.com/ 

We hope you will consider rejoining this year and look forward to keeping you informed of our 

activities. 

membership@metcalfe.org.uk 

We have not had any new Birth Briefs through since the last newsletter.  We are still waiting for 

the newer members to send them in, so would remind you that if you have not already done so, 

please return the form so we can check and confirm you family’s information.  For the more long-

term members – if you have found anything new from your searches, please let us know, so we 

can update the database. 

membership@metcalfe.org.uk  

Membership 

Birth Briefs 

mailto:chair@metcalfe.org.uk
https://www.parishchest.com/
mailto:membership@metcalfe.org.uk
mailto:membership@metcalfe.org.uk
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Top left: 1966 

Top right: 1870 

Middle left: 1928 

Middle right: 1913 

Bottom left: 1874 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Main_Page 

Do you know of these companies? Are they 

your relatives? Do you have similar 

advertisements from your family history to 

share? Please consider writing something 

about it for the next newsletter. Email to: 

editor@metcalfe.org.uk 

  

Industrial Metcalfes (+var) Advertisements 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Main_Page
mailto:editor@metcalfe.org.uk
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The first Harvey was a animal welfare advocate born in Kettering, Northamptonshire to James and 

Catherine Emma Metcalf and baptized in Brigstock on the 28th of April, 1901 as Richard Harvey 

Frank Metcalfe. [Mother was Catherine Emma Julyan.] His father was a coachman. Harvey was 

first enumerated Kettering in 1901 with parents and three older siblings. In 1911 he was 

enumerated as a schoolboy and in 1921 as a “pressman” for Freeman, Hardy and Willis 

bootmakers in Kettering. This census disclosed that of the 9 children born to James and Emma 

only four survived childhood. Harvey’s father James’ marriage was 9 Oct 1883 in Brigstock and 

gave George, a game keeper, as his father. James’ birth was registered in 1869  with mother’s 

surname Storr.  

At some point soon after 1921, Harvey became 

involved in animal rights advocacy and joined 

the Scottish Society for the Prevention of 

Vivisection, becoming Secretary at first and 

eventually Director. He lectured and wrote 

articles on behalf of the society and travelled 

worldwide promoting animal welfare. Poster from 

the image library for the collections of Edinburgh 

Libraries and Museums and Galleries. 

The University of Edinburgh has a list of articles 

written by Harvey Metcalfe from 1934 to 1875. It 

includes: "The Centenary of Greyfriars Bobby", 

an Article from Psychic News, "Campaigns 

against animal cruelty are spirit inspired", and an 

article from The spiritual Healer, "This Must not 

Happen in Britain". 

The University’s collection of the “Records of OneKind animal welfare charity” are Harvey 

Metcalfe’s scrapbook of images and notes about the history of Greyfriars Kirkyard and the 

associated Greyfriars Bobby (legendary 

dog).  

Richard H.F. Metcalfe married Annie W. 

Robinson 1Q 1928 registered in Leek, 

Staffordshire. They had at keast one 

daughter. He died in Madras, India while 

attending the Indian National Conference 

on Animal Welfare on the 13th of 

December 1974. Obit from the Daily Post, 

Merseyside 1974 12 23.  

 

The second Harvey Metcalfe, photographer, hia public exposure came in 1928 when he became 

involved with “Hellish Nell”. “In 1928, photographer Harvey Metcalfe attended a series of séances 

at Duncan's home. During a séance he took various flash photographs of Duncan and her alleged 

"materialization" of spirits, including her spirit guide "Peggy". His photographs reveal that the 

spirits were fraudulently produced: Duncan's equipment included a doll made from a painted 

papier-mâché mask draped in an old sheet.” (Wikipedia)   

A Tale of Two Harveys 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/9200/records/499999
https://www.capitalcollections.org.uk/view-item?key=SXsiUCI6eyJ2YWx1ZSI6IlByZXZlbnRpb24gb2YgVml2aXNlY3Rpb24iLCJvcGVyYXRvciI6MSwiZnV6enlQcmVmaXhMZW5ndGgiOjMsImZ1enp5TWluU2ltaWxhcml0eSI6MC43LCJtYXhTdWdnZXN0aW9ucyI6MywiYWx3YXlzU3VnZ2VzdCI6ZmFsc2UsImluZGV4IjoxfX0&pg=2&WINID=1739387763380#GjK2NFCbUYMAAAGU-5brnA/22438
https://www.capitalcollections.org.uk/view-item?key=SXsiUCI6eyJ2YWx1ZSI6IlByZXZlbnRpb24gb2YgVml2aXNlY3Rpb24iLCJvcGVyYXRvciI6MSwiZnV6enlQcmVmaXhMZW5ndGgiOjMsImZ1enp5TWluU2ltaWxhcml0eSI6MC43LCJtYXhTdWdnZXN0aW9ucyI6MywiYWx3YXlzU3VnZ2VzdCI6ZmFsc2UsImluZGV4IjoxfX0&pg=2&WINID=1739387763380#GjK2NFCbUYMAAAGU-5brnA/22438
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/222053
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/archival_objects/222053
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen_Duncan
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Helen Duncan was the last person in Britain to 

be tried and sentenced under the 1735 

Witchcraft Act. She was arrested on the 19th 

January 1944, tried at the Old Bailey and 

sentenced to nine months in Holloway Prison. 

Winston Churchill, himself a member of the 

Ancient Order of Druids, described the case as 

“obsolete tomfoolery”.  

The Witchcraft Act was repealed in 1951 

because of this case. In its place: the 

Fraudulent Mediums Act 1951 which 

“prohibited a person from claiming to be a 

psychic, medium, or other spiritualist while 

attempting to deceive and to make money from 

the deception (other than solely for the purpose 

of entertainment).  

Although not always attributed, Harvey Metcalfe’s photos played a roll in the exposing of so-called 

spiritualists or mediums.  I have not traced this Harvey Metcalfe but wonder if he was also 

interested in animal welfare and communicating with lost pets. 

[Oh, one other thing. This came up in a search: How to Become an Hotel Manager – Jan. 1 1946 

by Richard Harvey Frank Metcalfe (Author)] 

Susan Harper, Editor 

The Metcalfe Society Facebook page has recently been contacted by the new owners of a house 

in Pennsylvania. They have set up a facebook page and invited us to follow their journey as they 

discover more about the family who built and lived in it (as they restore it). The Metcalf Mansion 

Facebook page. 

For those who do not use Facebook, this is the 

house built by Henry F. & Pamelia B. Metcalf. 

Henry F. Metcalf is the son of Henry Harper 

Metcalf b 1821 in Garsdale. 

 

Are you related to this family? Please consider writing an article  
for the newsletter. 

  

The Metcalf Mansion 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofScotland/Helen-Duncan-Scotlands-last-witch/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofScotland/Helen-Duncan-Scotlands-last-witch/
https://try.yorkshirepost.co.uk/whats-on/arts-and-entertainment/hellish-nell-the-scottish-witch-jailed-in-1944-594740
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064865555229
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558615185325
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558615185325
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The new website is up and functioning, but you do need to be ‘activated’ to access the data.  This 

is easily done, and those who have already renewed their subscription should have received their 

username and passcode in the last couple of months as all renewing members have been 

included.  If you have renewed but not had a username and passcode sent through, please let me 

know.   

The passcode can be changed by you to something more memorable, but we will not have access 

to them any longer – so if you forget, just click on the change password button as requested.   

Over the past few months, we have found more information about some individuals, such as from 

the enquiries that have come in, so we are working to update the information all the time.   

So please do send us any changes or updates you find so we can let other members know as 

well. 

chair@metcalfe.org.uk  

 
The following story is from the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada: The Rural 

Libraries of Cajamarca – A Peruvian:m Realized, September 16, 2020. 

“Since the early 1960s, the Sisters of St Joseph have had a presence in Peru.  During those years 

a priest from England, Father John Metcalfe ministered in the Andes in Cajamarca with primarily 

the Indigenous population located in small subsistence farming communities.  Focusing on 

education, he wondered why anyone would want to learn how to read when they did not have 

access to newspapers or books.  As a result, he creatively evolved a lending library system, 

simple but effective, with a presence in every small community.  Fifty years later his dream still 

promotes and encourages reading to enhance education and critical thinking.  Critical thinking that 

included indigenous land rights with ecological protection.” 

The obituary of Father John Lewis Medcalf (born 31 Mar 1935 in Canterbury, died 8 Jul 2002 St. 

Leonards, Sussex) by Chris Tranchell, was published in the Guardian. 

See also, from the Catholic Herald.co.uk 25th August 1989: Fr John Medcalf’s writings from war-

torn Nicaragua get unique exposure at Hammersmith’s Lyric Theatre. 

[Editor: the GRO has John’s mother’s maiden name as Todd, and a marriage between Edwin L. 

Medcalf and Kathleen D. Todd was registered in Canterbury 4th Q 1933.] [Further: the 1921 

census has Edwin Lewis Medcalf b 1910 Rochester, Kent, with his father Lewis Spencer 

Medcalfe, 38, b 1882, Rochester, Kent; his mother deceased but known to have been Grace Violet 

Merrett via Ancestry, Kent Marriages at Bredhurst 23 Jun1908.] 

Is Father John in your tree? Do you have any anecdotes about him and his work? If so, please 

consider sending in something for the newsletter  

 

 

 

The Metcalfe Society Web Site Update 

Peruvian Dream Realized 

mailto:chair@metcalfe.org.uk
https://www.csjcanada.org/blog/wizjfg56gqm1d96o8dm2lha0fkcjfe
https://www.csjcanada.org/blog/wizjfg56gqm1d96o8dm2lha0fkcjfe
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2002/aug/21/guardianobituaries
https://archive.catholicherald.co.uk/article/25th-august-1989/3/fr-john-medcalfs-writings-from-war-torn-nicaragua-
https://archive.catholicherald.co.uk/article/25th-august-1989/3/fr-john-medcalfs-writings-from-war-torn-nicaragua-
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The Family History Shows 2025 

Aintree Racecourse to host a new event on 3rd May 2025 

Key highlights of the Liverpool show will include: 
• Expert speakers covering a wide range of genealogy topics 
• Exhibitors showcasing the latest in family history research tools and services 
• One-on-one consultations with experienced genealogists 
• Networking opportunities for both novice and experienced researchers 

Early bird tickets for the Liverpool show are available now from 

TheFamilyHistoryShow.com/Liverpool 

Unfortunately, the Metcalfe Society will not be able to attend this year, where we have taken a stall 

along to the Fairs held at York racecourse, but we wish them every success and hope for a return 

to York in future years. 

 

Ontario Genealogical Society Seminar 2025 

When: 31 May 2025 

Type of event: In-Person 

Where: London, Ontario, Canada 

Price: Paid Event 

Language: English 

 

The 1-day seminar theme is “Your Genealogical Legacy—Plan, Prepare, and Share.” This event 

will educate attendees on the basics of how they can plan for the preservation of their genealogy 

work for generations to come. This event is open to a maximum of 100 guests, so mark your 

calendar, and register as soon as tickets become available. Registration for members of the 

society opens on 15 February 2025. If seats are still available after members have had a chance 

to register, then registration will open to the general public on 1 March 2025. 

 

Strathclyde Institue for Genealogical Studies: Ken Your Kin Summer School 

When: 4–11 June 2025 

Type of Event: In-Person 

Where: Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom 

Price: Paid Event 

Languages: English 

 

The Ken Your Kin Summer School is an exciting new event hosted by the University of Strathclyde 

Institute for Genealogical Studies. The 8-day event includes talks from experts in Scottish 

genealogy, opportunities for one-on-one research help, visits to museums and cultural venues, 

and even Scottish food, drinks, and traditions. This occasion is ideal for groups, solo travelers, 

beginning genealogists, curious tourists, and even seasoned genealogists to become immersed in 

Scottish culture while learning more about their own family history. Registration closes 3 June 

2025.  

Events 

https://familyhistory.so/article/the-family-history-shows-2025-8110/
https://www.thefamilyhistoryshow.com/liverpool/
https://seminar2025.ogs.on.ca/registration/
https://onlineshop.strath.ac.uk/conferences-and-events/centre-for-lifelong-learning/strathclyde-institute-for-genealogical-studies/ken-your-kin
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Attestation papers provide that Joseph Anthony* Metcalfe was born 12 Feb 1890 in Arlecdon, 

Cumberland. His next of kin, wife, Catherine Metcalfe of 417 Hochelaga St. E., Moose Jaw, 

Saskatchewan. He was a miner and Roman Catholic. He previously served for 12 months in 2nd 

Border Regt., England and 2 yrs in 5th Cumberland Territorials. He enlisted on 12 Jul 1915 in 

Moose Jaw and was a Private in 68th Bn, promoted to Corporal in Oct, 1915 and to Sgt. from 1 

Jan 1916. His unit sailed 15 Aug 1916. He was killed in action a year later on 20 Aug 1917 while 

serving with the 128th Bn. in the trenches SW of Lens. A month before his death, he was docked 

4d pay for “While on ACTIVE Service losing by neglect one shaving brush, value 4d.”  He is buried 

in the Villers Station Military Cemetery near Souchez, France. 

The marriage of Joseph and Catherine (nee Cavanagh) was registered at Whitehaven, 

Cumberland, in the 3Q of 1911. Their son James was born in 2Q 1912, registered at 

Whiteharaven. The family emigrated to Moose Jaw in July 1913 where a second son Joseph 

Anthony was born in Sept that year. Catherine remarried to Melville Crighton and they were 

enumerated in Moose Jaw in 1931 with both boys who were both working as delivery men. (Sgt.) 

Joseph Anthony Metcalfe married Ida Gertrude Smith in Regina, May 1943. The couple moved to 

Langley, British Columbia after the war and Joseph worked as a baker. He died of a heart attack in 

May 1955 aged 41. His obituary in The Leader Post, Regina, Saskatchewan, 26 May 1955 

mentions a son Terry and a daughter Carol, and brother James in Vancouver. Catherine Crighton 

died in Moose Jaw in 1961 and James Metcalfe died in Vancouver 17 November 1999. The 

Province obituary notes that he was survived by his wife Eda, niece Carol and nephew Terry. 

His mother Joseph Anthony Metcalfe (senior) listed his mother on his attestation papers as Sarah 

Metcalfe at 14 Parks Road, Arlecdon, Frizington, Cumberland. GRO provides her maiden name as 

Pearson on Joseph’s birth registration. Ancestry census sheets show him enumerated with his 

father Joseph and mother Sarah.  

Joseph Anthony Metcalfe had an older brother Thomas Pearson Metcalfe and connects to 

Metcalfe Society member 1141. Birth Brief below. 

 

*Some records have Anthony spelled Antony. 

Have you sent in your Birth Brief or information necessary to prepare your 

Birth Brief? Do you need to update your Birth Brief. Send to 

membership@metcalfe.org.uk 

Canadian Expeditionary Force File #2 – Joseph Anthony Metcalfe 

mailto:membership@metcalfe.org.uk
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Th Hartford_Courant_1862_10_23_2e (USA)  The Derby Mercury 1780-04-28 p1 (England) 

The Kingston Whig Standard 1855-12-4 p4 (Canada)       Maitland Mercury 1855-11-07 p1 (Aus. NSW.) 

  Star 1890-08-29 p4  (NZ)    The Canal Record 1913-08-20 p10 (Panama) 

Do you know of these people?  Why not send us an article about them for the 

next newsletter. Do you have clippings from your family to share? 

In the News (from Newspaper.com) 
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Over the last few years, 1000’s of Metcalfe variants have been collected from several different 

websites and research areas and we do need to check them against our database and add those 

not currently in there – for the benefit of us all. 

If you have a few hours available to go through some of these lists, check whether the individual is 

already on our records and either enter them yourself or pass them back to David and I to enter 

and change, we would be extremely grateful to hear from you. 

I am still working through the Wills to ensure that the correct will is attached to the right individual.  

Unfortunately, I have been experiencing a busy period so have not been able to spend as much 

time on this as I would like but hopefully will get back to it in the next week or so.  Currently, the 

wills up be folio 700 are correct and the transcription is attached.  They are very useful in giving us 

details of family connection, as well as providing an insight into family problems.  It seems there 

really is nothing new on the earth.  I am hoping to provide more stories from the will shortly. 

archivist@metcalfe.org.uk  

 

 

When I offered to take on this role from such able predecessors (i.e. Michael Pope & Peter 

Dobson, et al), I did not imagine that it would often involve dreaming up, researching and writing 

articles myself to flesh out the page count of an issue. Committee members and other Society 

members  have supplied valuable content since I started, mid 2023, and they are all immensely 

appreciated, but I am begging for more! Every member has at least one story to tell and this is a 

great place to tell it.  

I believe that members are interested in everything Metcalfe (+ var) such as historic causes of 

emigration away from the UK, immigration to the UK and migration within the UK. Where did your 

Metcalfes come from or go to? Why did they come or go? The journey through history at every 

level is the story and may connect with many other members in some way not just by DNA.  

Please consider offering an article or an historic snippet from your family, your locale, or any 

historical topic that might have affected your ancestors and their life decisions. Do you know of a 

Metcalfe (+ var) who made a mark in your community, whether related or not? 

Also, if you have “desktop publishing” experience or knowledge, please let us know. I will be 76 

this year and may not be able to continue for many more years to produce the Mecca News. If you 

think that the bi-monthly newsletter is informative and valuable to the Society, we need you to step 

up and be a part of the future of the newsletter and the society.  

Please contact editor@metcalfe.org.uk or chairman@metcalfe.org.uk if you want to contribute 

either with an article or as a possible future editor. T 

Thank you in advance. 

Susan Harper, M0266, Canadian Agent, Committee member, Editor. 

  

Appeal from the Editor 

Research 

mailto:archivist@metcalfe.org.uk
mailto:editor@metcalfe.org.uk
mailto:chairman@metcalfe.org.uk
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President: Mr. David Lambert, email: d22lam@hotmail.co.uk  

Vice-president: Peter Dobson  email: 21willp8@gmail.com  

Trustees 

Chair: Mrs. Jo Heron, 17 Bailey Walk, Wakefield WF4 3QW. email: chairman@metcalfe.org.uk 

Database Index: Mr. David Metcalfe, email: database@metcalfe.org.uk 

Trustee: Mr. David Lambert, email: see above  

Trustee: Dianne Fox, email: see below   

Extended Team 

Membership, Enquiries & Sales: Mrs. Jo Heron, emails: membership@metcalfe.org.uk; 

enquiries@metcalfe.org.uk; shop@metcalfe.org.uk 

DNA Project: Mr. Martin Metcalfe, email: dna@metcalfe.org.uk 

Membership & Enquiries Assistant; Mrs. Liz Waller, email: committee1@metcalfe.org.uk 

Facebook Co-ordinator: Mrs. Lesley Longworth, email: committee1@metcalfe.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor: Susan Harper, email: editor@metcalfe.org.uk 

Overseas Agents: using e-transfer or cheque made out to agent’s name 

Australia: Dianne Fox, 20 Old Eltham Road, Lower Plenty, Victoria, Australia 3093,  email: 

agentaus@metcalfe.org.uk. Note that e-transfer email will be different. Please confirm. 

Canada : Susan Harper, 820 Rogers Crt, Victoria, BC, Canada, V8X 5L4, email:  

agentcdn@metcalfe.org.uk. Note that e-transfer email will be different. Please confirm. 

Please note this Alternate Join/Renew option at:  

the Parish Chest, Society Subscriptions 

using your credit card. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 I hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter. If you have any comments, research 

questions or articles you wish to contribute, please contact editor@metcalfe.org.uk 

If you use social media, please ‘like us’ on Facebook to keep up to date on our news and events. 

Our website: http://www.metcalfe.org.uk 

Email: membership@metcalfe.org.uk | Telephone: +44(0) 1924 260926 

Post: The Metcalfe Society, 17 Bailey Walk, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF4 3QW, UK 

© 2025 The Metcalfe Society    

 

Disclaimer: Please note that all links to external websites are given for information only. 

The Metcalfe Society has no Connection or Control over these websites and is, 

therefore, not liable for any content therein or consequences of interacting with such websites. 

You are receiving this message either because you are, or have    

previously been a member of The Metcalfe Society, or you have previously  

opted in to our mailing list. Please notify the Society if you no longer wish to receive it. 

 

Society Officers & Contact Details 

mailto:agentaus@metcalfe.org.uk
mailto:agentcdn@metcalfe.org.uk
https://www.parishchest.com/the-metcalfe-society-5309.php
mailto:editor@metcalfe.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064865555229
http://www.metcalfe.org.uk/
mailto:membership@metcalfe.org.uk

