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It was a success!

After all the preparation, work and angst the 25th Anniversary Muster in
Wensleydale achieved what it set out to do.
Yes I know I would say that - but it did.
A number of our membership have written in agreeing (see later) and
many others filling in the satisfaction sheets expressed their enjoyment
of the weekend's events.

The two days flew by with hardly a moment for your Committee to draw breath as one event
followed another with a rapidity only associated with that cartoon character - the road runner. One
or two committee members (no names to protect the guilty) were seen emulating the character
whilst driving between Hawes and West Burton to ensure adequate coverage was available at both
locations!

Firstly on the Saturday it was the official opening at the Hawes Countryside Museum attended by
upwards of one hundred people followed by the AGM at West Burton, the dinner at Bainbridge and
a musical interlude (not forgetting two classic bus trips during the day) before the day came to a
close.

Early risers were up and out to Nappa Hall before Sunday's piece de resistance - the Clan photo-
graph. How over 150 people were processed, lined up and photographed in time for the big picture
shoot was a success all of its own.

There were also speakers, research facilities, the cake cuttings (yes there were two cakes!), re-
freshments, lunches and stalls from other organisations (as well as our own) amongst other activi-

 MECCA NEWS DEADLINES
The deadlines for inclusion of articles etc in the Mecca news is as follows:-

April -  6  February
August -  6  June
December - 20 October

As members will appreciate receipt of the items by the due date will not
necessarily guarantee inclusion in that issue but don't let that put you off

sending in those articles comments or snippets!

ties which should give you an idea of the pace of the Muster. No wonder the wash up session at West Burton
at almost 7o'clock on the Sunday evening was attended by a somewhat tired but thoroughly pleased commit-
tee!

The excitement was to continue on the Monday when it was discovered that two local papers were displaying
the Clan picture (and carrying somewhat less than accurate information about the Society!) together with
further updates that indicated some twelve new members had enrolled over the weekend - it was indeed a
success!

Another surprise was at the end of September receiving a commendation from The Elizabeth Simpson
Award Committee who look at the content and presentation of family history journals. I am not particularly in
favour of these awards prefering to be judged by you on the magazine's suitability. Nonetheless it was de-
cided to put in Issue No73 (April 2004) for consideration and Lo! and behold it came up with an award. I am
surprised but none the less pleased!

This edition looks to give you a flavour of the anniversary and as a special we are producing it in an A4 size
format to include a wide range of photographs so you can keep it as a memento of your Society's 25th
Anniversary Muster. As this year comes to a close may I wish you and yours the

COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON!
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TEST YOUR METCALFE DNA
Ever wondered whether we are truly part of

one big family or just a loosely based group of fami-
lies, like a Scottish clan? Or have you been strug-
gling to link your family branch to another but the in-
formation is ambiguous or incomplete? Have you
come to a dead end with researching your own tree
and are looking for another tree to research that might
connect to yours?

I was prompted at the Muster 2 years ago to
think about the use of genetic testing for my family
research after getting stuck at my g. g. grandfather.
There were tentative links but the dates didn’t quite
match and I thought that if there was a current de-
scendant of this potential link, then we could both
test to see if we are related. After seeing the report
from last year’s event I decided not to wait any longer
but to dive in myself. A year on, and following this
year’s Muster where I discussed my experiences with
the members present, I have now volunteered
(whether wisely, I’m not sure…) to organise a Metcalfe
surname project through Family Tree DNA.

How does it work

For a single surname society like ours, what
we are interested in is the male, or Y chromosome.
As it suggests, this is only carried by males and is
passed from father to son, through the generations.
Because of this, only males carrying the Metcalfe
name, or otherwise known to have descended from
a Metcalfe through the male line, will be able to test
for the project. A brother, uncle or cousin will gener-
ally carry similar enough DNA to show no differences,
so only one person in a family generally needs to
test.

Through each generation, there are occa-
sional harmless mutations. It is these which are used
to identify differences between individuals, the number
of different mutations giving an indication of the de-
gree of genetic difference and providing an estimate
of the Most Recent Common Ancestor in terms of
the number of generations. Thus, two people testing
the same for all 37 markers tested have a 50% chance
that they share a common ancestor 5 or less gen-
erations back - and 95% that the common ancestor
is less than 20 generations. That is still quite a lot
(equivalent to about 500 years) but some markers
may mutate more rapidly and thus provide more de-
tail.

Combined with family tree information gained
from conventional research, the information from DNA
testing can be much more powerful. It can disprove
genetic links in families, whether that false link is due
to faulty research, incorrect original records, adop-
tion or …a cuckoo in the nest! All these possibilities
need to be considered. It may give strong indications
of links where none were suspected. By comparing

different branches with similar DNA, it may be possi-
ble to work out how they are related, even if we can
no longer identify the actual common ancestors who
may be lost in time.

Why not test?

To gain the maximum benefit for our knowledge of
the origins of the Metcalfe family, a broad spread of
males from all the different branches we have on
record should test. As mentioned earlier, only one (or
two for added certainty) from each broad family (cous-
ins, second cousins) need test - although for a large
family tree with many generations more would be
necessary to cover the wider genetic spread. So if
you are interested, decide who is going to test in your
family and visit the FT DNA web site (see below) to
order a test and sign onto the project or contact me
for more information. You can join the project anytime,
but the more people that join in now, the sooner we
will get some useful results back.

Why use
Family Tree DNA?

After carrying out some research on the web,
I quickly discovered that Family Tree DNA are the
leading commercial providers of DNA testing for ge-
nealogical research. Therein lies the downside - it’s
not free! I believe there were other efforts to get a
University interested, but there are so many people
interested in this field that there is now a thriving
market. There are other companies setting up but
FT DNA appears way out in front at present and the
only one I know offering a 37 marker test, the mini-
mum number I believe to be really useful - more would
be better.

By setting up a project with FT DNA there
are several advantages: a discount on the usual test-
ing cost, they will provide copies of all the test results
to the group administrator (ie me) to analyse, to main-
tain a database and be the link to other project mem-
bers.

How much does it cost?

Be sure you order the right test. I strongly
recommend the Y-DNA 37 test to get the most useful
results, which with project discount costs $223 in-
cluding shipping (around £135). If you are interested
also in knowing more about your maternal ancestral
origin you can at the same time have a mitochondrial
DNA test carried out - everyone carries mtDNA in-
herited from their mothers. Because mtDNA mutates
more slowly, it is not as useful in family research but
you may still find it interesting. A combined ‘DNAplus’
test costs $363 with discount (about £220) and cov-
ers both tests.
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What do I have to do?

After ordering online, in a few weeks time
you receive a testing kit, which requires you only to
brush the inside of your cheek with a small scraper
and shake this in a tiny plastic bottle of liquid, repeat
with a second sample and then return in the enve-
lope provided. You are kept updated on the stage of
testing and after a few weeks the full results are
available.

The results given provide the actual varia-
tions for each marker which you can compare di-
rectly with anyone else who has been tested. The
web site provides direct comparison with others who
have tested with them (and agreed to release the
data) and highlights all the close matches. It also
provides a link to a public site where you can post
your results for comparison with people who may
have used another service. If you have subscribed
to the Metcalfe Project, I will have access as Admin-
istrator to compare and feed back on all the test re-
sults.

Projects

At the time of writing, there is already a Midkiff
project for Americans of that name and related
names, including Metcalfe. Midkiff is thought to be
an American variation. There has also been a
Metcalfe Project set up recently for the descendants
of Metcalfes who emigrated to America before the
revolution. A second Metcalfe project has been set
up to link with the Society’s broader interest in all
Metcalfes and closely related names.

What to do next…

Go to the main ftdna website at
www.ftdna.com, or visit the project direct at
www.familytreedna.com/public/Metcalfe/. You can
browse it for more information, request to join the
Project or contact me direct. I can order tests for
you and arrange for the kits to be sent to you
with the invoice. If the Project is not listed in the
alphabetical list, enter ‘Metcalfe’ in the search box -
this will pull up closely related projects as well, so
make sure you access the right one.

For further information contact: Martin Metcalfe, M772
martinmetcalfe@ricsonline.org

MECCA SIGHTINGS
(and Soundings)

In the money - Thomas Metcalfe and his wife
received money and ten quarters of Barley under
the terms of the will of Stephen Smailes of
Beverley, East Yorkshire made in 1584. The
Banyan Tree page 34, October 2005.

Chemistry. Ellie Metcalfe set out to find her fa-
ther and ended up marrying him. She thought Tony
Metcalfe of Northampton was her long lost father
but it turned out after DNA testing she was not a
relative after all. She was so taken with him that
she ended as his wife. The Sun page 30, 13 Oc-
tober 2005.

A rose by any other name. From the Adelaide
Observer 3 September 1904. The Reverend
A Metcalfe, rector of St. Peter's Dorchester mar-
ried Charles Rose to a Rose Charles. Family Tree
Magazine, page 18, October 2005.

To the rescue. Lt Wills Metcalfe Defence Attache
at the British Embassy Moscow was the official
UK spokesman commenting about the rescue of
the Russian sub-mariners by the Royal Navy. Ra-
dio 4 News 17.00hrs 7 August 2005.

Victim. Samuel James Metcalfe Hocking of
Devonport drowned when the Titanic sank in 1912.

News from
The Family Records Centre

Family History Surgeries
Tuesday morning surgeries are now

available for booking up to and including
2 May 2006. If you've come up against a

brick wall inyour research, our expert
staff are on hand to help you work your way

through the problem.The surgeries are free and are
held everyTuesday morning (with the exception

ofTuesday 27 December when
the FRC isclosed). Each surgery lasts
for half an hourwith sessions starting

at 10:30, 11 :00, 12:00 and 12:30.

Basic Computer Skills for Family Histori-
ans

Following a successful trial in the summer, we
are now offering basic computer skills tutorials
as part of the FRC's regular service. The half-
hour one-to-one sessions will take place every

Thursday at 11.00, 11.30, 14.00 and 14.30.

If you would like to book a family history
surgery or a basic computer skills tutorial,

please phone us on 0208392 5300 or email us
at: frc@nationalarchives.gov.uk.

1 Myddleton Street
London EC1R 1UW



One of the display panels at Hawes which wasn't contentious
showed a copy of “The Pedigree of Metcalfe of Nappa, Seare
Park, North Allerton etc copied by Sir Thomas Ingilby, Ripley
Castle 17th June 1997”. Member 1481 Paul Johnson was
very interested and attached the following note seeking infor-
mation ”I am very interested in this Metcalfe tree. My great
grandfather is listed at the bottom - Hope Cranston Metcalfe.
Could you tell me where you got this copy and if I can order
one?" Paul Johnson - 07996092873 email: www.shaw-
hardwick.co.uk”  Can you help?

By a strange coincidence the following e-mail was put on the
Society's website by a non-member at the end of August.

Dales Countryside Museum Display

At the Dales Countryside Museum at Hawes there were a number of dis-
plays provided by members and there was a permanent display by the
Museum which also had Metcalfe overtones. The article accompanying the
dress in the display was reported in the Yorkshire Post 7 September 1999
edition as being "....worn by the members of a once great Yorkshire family
but appear to have been hidden away for about 150 years." The article
goes on to say that the dresses dating back to the 17th century had been
rediscovered in Sussex and were to be auctioned. Attached labels dated
1866 mentioned that they had been worked on by an Agnes, Lucy and
Bessie Metcalfe and had been handed down to a Mary Metcalfe in 1858 by
her great-grand mother Powell.  They were sent by members of the Sussex
branch of the Clan who had inherited them from a sister. The paper claimed
that certain of the clothing could have belonged to the Nappa Hall Metcalfes.
All very interesting but as our President commented a number of years ago
that the three sisters were born in Canterbury and there were no Nappa
descendants! It would be nice to think they were directly related to Nappa
Hall but it may just be wishful thinking.

Your one-name society was mentioned on the Lancsgen list. One of my late husband’s ancestors
was HENRY CRANSTOUN METCALFE born 1812/11 in London [ area NK in 1861 Census]. He was the son
of THOMAS METCALFE [details of birth not known] and CHRISTIANA BRISBANE CRANSTOUN [her line-
age is extensive]. I wonder whether you have these Metcalfes on your database. Best wishes Patricia Oliver
Patol70@aol.com NB I have family for HCM
Perhaps there is a connection?

Paul by the large family tree

DRESSED IN STYLE
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Not all of the visitors to the Muster used conventional
transport and came dressed in modern day clothes.

In the week leading up to the Muster there was a
great deal of interest from the Bradford area with some
seventy three phone calls made to our Muster Secre-
tary due to an article appearing in the  Bradford Tel-
egraph & Argus in the weekend before the event. Some
of those non-members who rang up came to see what
the fuss was all about and most came by conventional
means. However there was one couple in particular who
came dressed in the style of the 1930's with the car to
match.

Roger Metcalfe and Maureen Colbeck from
Shipley arrived in an 1930 Austin 7 soft top tourer. They
had a perfect day for the trip which they managed at a
leisurely 25mph!
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Thank you to the many people who let us
know what they thought of the Mecca Muster 2005,
either through the official feedback forms that we
asked all visitors to complete and also to those who
sent many letters of thanks.

The main theme throughout all the feedback
forms were that of thanks to the organisers for all the
hard work in delivering so many activities for this spe-
cial occasion. It appears that those who went on the
classic coach tour and the guided walk thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. First time visitors to the Dales
saw it at its best on the Saturday during the coach
tour as the weather was absolutely glorious. The
Dalesfolk got toes a-tapping on the Saturday evening
as they entertained 76 people to a varied selection of
local folk songs. The traditional horn blowing cer-
emony at 9pm by Alistair Metcalfe was indeed a high-
light.

The committee agrees with many delegates
who commented on the sometimes disappointing
lunches, eg insufficient quantity on Sunday at West
Burton. Many people had booked lunch on Saturday
at West Burton where the local WI had provided a sit
down two course meal. However, quite a number
chose to eat the sandwich lunch at Hawes as they
were already there having attended the launch, and
so missed out on the excellent lunch at West Burton
.... a lesson in communication learned by your com-
mittee.

Only a few commented negatively about hav-
ing to visit two locations but as the committee an-

What you thought of this
year’s Muster.

nounced last year - if there was one large location in
the Dales to accommodate the expected large num-
bers, we certainly would have used it. There are al-
ways small improvements to be made and the com-
mittee thank all our members and visitors for provid-
ing the constructive feedback - it is all very much
appreciated.

....and what about next year’s
           Mecca Muster?
Feedback from this year’s special weekend

Mecca Muster has overwhelmingly requested that the
society holds our annual gathering in the Yorkshire
Dales at our family roots.

Therefore we are delighted to announce that
the event will be held on
Saturday 9 September 2006
at the Dales Countryside Museum, Hawes. This is
one of the locations that we used this year and re-
ceived excellent service and support from the mu-
seum. Next year we will be reverting back to our one
day event. But it certainly should not stop you from
booking an early autumn weekend break in the Dales
for the Muster.

Do book early as September is very much
high season in the Yorkshire Dales, especially after
the children have returned to school. Full details will
be announced in next year’s April Mecca News.

Subscriptions are now due
 Included with this journal is the subscription renewal
form. On the reverse of the form you can check if you

have paid your subscription in advance.
If your membership number is listed, then you need do noth-
ing as you have already paid in advance for at least 2006. If
not, please complete the subscription form and send it along
with your payment to arrive with the society before 31 Janu-
ary 2006. Alternatively, you can pay online using your credit
card at www.metcalfe.org.uk.
Subscriptions are not being increased this year but you never
know for future years. So why not pay for a few years in
advance and then you won’t be affected by any future in-
creases.
Also, if you are a UK taxpayer, why not complete the Gift Aid
form on the subscription form. This allows the society to
claim back a small sum from the taxman at no cost to you
whatsoever.

New archivist co-ordinator
& committee member

At the Mecca Muster, the plea for volun-
teers by the chairman did not totally fall

on deaf ears. We are absolutely de-
lighted to welcome one of our newest

members to the society
J. Brian Metcalfe (M1554)

who has joined the committee and also
become our new archivist coordinator.
Brian has already taken over and been

briefed by our retiring archivist coordina-
tor Maureen Thwaite.  As our chairman

announced at the AGM, we are very
thankful to Maureen for doing such a
super job in being our first archivist

coordinator and organising the workload
to our all important research team.

Brian’s contact details are on the inside
front cover of this journal.
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Sunday Morning Photograph Registration

To help identify the some one hundred and sixty people
appearing on the Clan picture each person who wanted to be

on the photograph was allocated a number, had their indi-
vidual picture taken and then jostled for position with the

mighty throng. This led to some interesting interchanges with
various individuals. Here are some of them.

- Number by your left hand cheek. No - left - that's the right.
- Up. No not over your face!
- No, not like a prison number. You did it that way the last time you had your photo taken!
- You can smile. No, its not a passport picture.
- We might not be able to recognise you on the photograph - unless you look like that when the picture
  is taken.
- Can you hold the cardboard replica up higher? Oh, it's only five foot high.
- Yes you need a number to go with your picture otherwise we wont be able to tell its you. You know
  who you are!
- That's a lovely smile - remember it for the photograph.

The Cardboard replica

Singles Only!

From 5 December 2005 the
terms batchelor and spinster
will be banned from civil mar-
riage registers.

So no longer will "spinster /
batchelor of this parish" ap-
pear on marriage registers but
only the more mundane "sin-
gle".

The Church of England is not
currently covered by the
change issued by the Regis-
trar Generals office.

From a grave in  Henley on Thames.
The inscription reads

IN LOVING MEMORY OF WALTER
LECKENBY METCALFE BORN NOV 19
1884 DIED  JAN   27 1885
SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN TO COME
UNTO ME AND FORBID THEM NOT.

Maureen Thwaite M897

Gayle Mill Update

The Friends of Gayle Mill attended the Muster at Hawes and brought
along and displayed on their stall a number of products and informa-
tion relating to the Mill. They now have some 300 Friends of the Mill.

After the highly Successful appearance on the BBC TV series - Res-
toration, the Mill has received significant funding which should allow
the North of England Civic Trust to complete its activities and have
the Mill running by the end of 2005. A meeting to outline progress was
being held the weekend after the Muster.

It was expected that the Gayle Mill Trust will take over the running of
the Mill during 2006 with the public being allowed access after the
transfer is effected.
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My husband found the following info when
reading: The Marine from Manadaly by James
Leasor, printed 1988. p 56.

The Rev Neveille METCALFE, chaplain to
the 7th Hussars was in Rangoon, Burma in
1942 - at the fall of the city. Rangoon Zoo was
in disarray because the keepers absconded
so the senior staff set the animals free be-
cause they could not feed them.

The Rev Neveille Metcalfe was about to sit
down on the trunk of a fallen tree when he
saw that the trunk had eyes and teeth.........he
had nearly sat on the snout of an escaped
alligator!

This may be of interest to someone.

Best wishes, Joan Hamilton...former mem-
ber.

I just had to say thank you for all the infor-
mation just received. I’m amazed at all the work and
organisation that has gone into this weekend and so
many details to ensure that no one is not sure of what
is going on and where to be at the right time and
place for all events. Thank you so much for all your
hard work and that of the Committee on our behalf.
I’m really looking forward to my weekend in Wens-
leydale, and in fact we’ve decided to stay in the area
for the whole week and are renting a cottage.

Pam Jarmain (Mrs.) M123
We have just returned from our week in the

Yorkshire Dales, but I felt I must write to say how
much we enjoyed “The Muster”. It was a fantastic
success and we enjoyed everything about the week-
end. Particularly though the walk to Nappa Hall, the
dinner at “The Rose and Crown” and the entertain-
ment that evening. However, everything was so well
organised that I cannot find fault with a single event.
The 24th September was actually my birthday, and it
certainly was one of the most enjoyable and memo-
rable birthdays I’ve had.
My sincere thanks to you and all the Committee for
all the hard work and effort put into making such a
memorable celebration of the 25th anniversary of The
Metcalfe Society.
Best wishes Pam Jarmain (Mrs.) M123

Having only joined the Society very recently,
I have been reading the back issues of Mecca News
which I received. Imagine my surprise, when on page
31 of the December 2004 issue, I saw the name of
my youngest brother Jack Metcalfe. It had been spot-
ted by a visitor to Harewood House near Leeds.

Jack is co-author of “The Marquetry Course”,
a beautifully illustrated book for anyone who is inter-
ested in the subject. A number of projects were un-
dertaken when the book was being prepared. One of
them was to make a copy of a pier table by Thomas
Chippendale which is on display in Harewood House.
When it was finished, Harewood House asked if they
could have it on loan to show alongside the original.

A video of the table being made can also be
viewed there. Jack has also made copies of some
panels in another of Chippendale’s masterpieces, in
order to illustrate the glorious colours which have
faded over the years. These panels can be seen
alongside the original in Temple Newsam House in
Leeds.

Any members who are interested in marque-
try might like to view the website: www.the-marque-
try-course.net where they will find details of the book
etc.                   Brian Metcalfe (M1554)

Further to my e-mail re brother Jack: He tells
me that when on holiday in Canada he came across
a small village called “Metcalfe” and when in Mon-
treal stayed in a hotel on “Metcalfe Street”.

Mecca Muster
Hi Lesley
Sam and I had a great weekend in Wens-

leydale and I know he became a member. This
is also my intention in the near future. The
weekend was well organised and an enormous
amount of effort had obviously gone into the
preparations.

I’m starting to get into trying to trace the
family back to Ireland through internet sources
and it’s quite exciting. The only thing is that one
has to stop and go to bed in the evening.

Best regards, Libby GRENET

Your Letters
and

e-mails
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On page 149 of “Metcalfe  -  History of the
Clan” there is some information about my 7 x great
grandfather – Anthony Metcalfe (c1699 – 1775}.
Added to other information from letters and writings
that John had collected, largely from other members,
a picture was given of Anthony being something of a
landowner.  There were, however, no specific details
of his interests in land that I could see.  The story
goes on to suggest that his son  Anthony squandered
his inheritance.

During the early summer I had an enforced
day off work and spent part of it putting family names
into Google to see what appeared.  As a result I have
ended up owning 3 indentures – 2 entered into by
Anthony and 1 by his son Anthony.  I have also ob-
tained a copy of a 3rd document transacted by the
elder Anthony.

A seller on Ebay had come into possession of
a box of legal documents that had been the property
of a solicitor/lawyer either in West Burton or Hawes
and had been in an attic ever since.  They all relate to
Wensleydale – mostly Upper Wensleydale.  I am sure
that many of these items from the 17th and 18th and
early 19th centuries would have been of interest to
members.

The documents are as follows
1) 12/08/1751 – Samuel Swire, John Yarker

and Morris Robinson, the executors of
Samuel Buckle sell to Anthony Metcalfe,
Yeoman of Gayle and James Jackson,
Taylor of Gayle, Redshaw Farm, Widdale for

800 years from 02/02/1730 for £300. That
document bears the seals and signatures
of the executors.

2) 15/04/1760 – Jackson and Metcalfe had, by
indenture dated 28/10/1754, split their joint
interests in the farm to take a full interest in
stipulated parts.  At this time Anthony pays
£203 to buy Jackson out and take the whole
farm. This conveyance document bears the
seal and signature of Jackson and the seal
and mark of Anthony.

3) 18/11/1760  -  a release and assignment
linked to the above.

4) 13/05/1805  -  Anthony Metcalfe Jnr, Yeo-
man sells to Christopher Whaley, Hosier,
both of Gayle, for £100 “all that messuage,
tenement or dwelling house now inhabited
by the said Anthony Metcalfe, Thomas
Iveson and Jeffrey Spicer” in Gayle. The
document bears the seal and signature of
Anthony Jnr.

I am quite happy to let any interested member
have a copy or transcript of any or all of the above.
Please email me or write my details were in the April
2005 Mecca News.

Marsden P Holden
M1513

From Gary Smith, M581:
 I was just reading through this week’s free York
Star newspaper, and there’s an article on the clo-
sure of the Terry’s factory which caught my eye -
they had photos on the walls of employees who
had completed 50 years’ service there, and one
of them is a Francis Metcalfe (1906-1956 - pre-
sumably the years he worked there, not his birth/
death years!).  There’s even a little picture of him
in the Star. 
 If anyone is a living relative and wants the pho-
tograph, they should get in touch with Terry’s in
writing as soon as possible before they throw
them away. 
 Contact details are : HR Dept., Kraft Foods,
Bishopthorpe Road, York. YO23 1YE. (stating in
block capitals that you are interested in the
Francis Metcalfe 1906-1956 photograph and giv-
ing your name, address, postcode, telephone
number and relationship to him).

I was perusing eBay and thought it would be worthwhile to mention in the magazine that if anyone with
internet types in “metcalfe” and “all categories” on ebay they will find a variety of books written by /
goods manufactured by a Metcalfe. Lesley Longworth M68

John H Metcalfe M567 writes:

Before Clare and I left West Burton
on the Monday morning I bought a

Northern Echo. When I arrived home and
read it I was pleasantly surprised
to find a photograph on page 11.

I must say Clare and I smiled at what was
supposed to have happened at Nappa Hall.

We thought the weekend was excellent and
the atmosphere, food and entertainment

was well above expectations.
Well worth the effort.

A useful website that members may wish to
 investigate is :

www. earth.google.com
which gives interesting birds eye views of

anywhere in the world. Broadband needed.



I am writing in the hopes you might be able
to help me trace a Mr Austin E B Metcalfe
who was some time living in the Sunderland
Area.

I am now 80 years of age and back in 1944
I served with the RAF at Spilsby in Lincoln-
shire with 207 Squadron Bomber Command
and Austin together with five other lads and
myself were all part of one crew.

On the night of 7/8 July 1944 our aircraft was shot
down over France while returning from a bombing
raid. I have since found out that we all survived, two
members of the crew were taken prisoner and the
other five including myself evaded capture and af-
ter some time in Occupied France returned to the
UK.

I have managed to trace my Pilot Navigator and
Wireless Operator and am in regular contact with
them and I know that another member of the crew -
the Bomb Aimer has since passed away.

Recently I found amongst old papers a photograph
of Austin together with three crew members and the
back of the photograph was signed by Austin and
he had added Sunderland to the signature so I
thought I would try to contact him. Austin would be
about my age and I am writing in the hopes that you
may have the name in your records.

Ernest Hay is on the extreme left with Austin Metcalfe
on the extreme right.

Austin E B Metcalfe
of Sunderland

In early September Nina Benson M28 sent the fol-
lowing e-mail.
Dear All - no doubt you all remember the original
enquiry going to Carol Arkwright about Austin
E.B.Metcalfe....being a member of an RAF crew shot
down over France during WW2.

I worked out via our database that he was a distant
relative of XM508 and current M861 and tried his
listed e-mail to no effect so I then managed via BT
Internet Web to telephone him (John Metcalfe of
Pontypool). After he made enquiries through the fam-
ily I heard from him this afternoon that Austin went
over to the USA after the end of the war and has in
fact sadly died over there.

I telephoned Ernest Hay this afternoon and he was
out playing bowls! I spoke to his wife [who had noth-
ing but praise for the “kind lady who sent all the info
on the Metcalfe Society” ie Carol Arkwright] and have
passed on the news to her.

So thanks all round to all who contributed, sad end
but we did our best.                           Cheers Nina

At the end of July 2005 Carol Arkwright our New
Members Secretary received the following from

Mr Ernest Hay in Bromley Kent.

WHO IS THE RELATIVE?

 The ring was found in amongst the possessions of the
sister-in-law of John Metcalfe M567 but it does not
relate to his family line and John would like to know

where it comes from.

The ring is descibed as:
an 18ct, Gold Ring, old cut & rose cut diamond set in

gold. The ring face is an eight pointed star surrounded
with black enamel (showing signs of wear). One rose

cut diamond is missing. Either side on the shoulders of
the ring are four wavy lines in black.

Inside the ring is the following engraving Oct 25th June 1865 Oct 80 C.M. Metcalf.
Have you any information to help clear up the mystery? If so contact John direct or via the Editor.
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WWWWWaltzing Maaltzing Maaltzing Maaltzing Maaltzing Matildatildatildatildatilda
A vsit to the Muster by a brand new Society Member.

Just over two weeks before the Muster Lesley Longworth
our Muster organiser received an e-mail from a Graham
Metcalf in Australia. Graham wasn't a member, never
been out of Oz but was very enthusiastic about attend-
ing our Anniversary Muster. This was part of his e-mail:
Lesley, I live in Perth Western Australia. Heritage re-
searched by a Cousin, Laurie Metcalf (now deceased),
traced our Grandfather Frederick Metcalf back to
Ebberston North Yorkshire where he was born in 1881/
1882.
I am not a member of the Society, but yesterday evening
happened to be given an extract of the September edi-
tion of Australian Family Tree Connections, which con-
tained an article promulgating the forthcoming Muster
on 24/25 September 2005. I am interested in attending,
but it is not without some hesitation. You see, I have
never travelled outside Australia and although that is
not a major issue for me, the simple fact that I am unfa-
miliar with the whole environment there, including trans-
portation and accomodation, is rather daunting.
The Metcalfe Muster is manifesting itself as the impetus for me to jump on a plane and experience my first
overseas trip, with the 25th Anniversary being so special. I have seen a travel agent and made a tentative
flight booking to arrive in London on 16 September, with a return flight booked for departure on 4 October. I
have no doubt that I can find my accomodation around places I will plan in my itinerary, but I would really
appreciate some direction on accomodation near the Muster location in Wensleydale, not to mention a few
tips on transport facilities in and out of there.  Can you provide any guidance for me in these and any other
respects please?
After telephoning Lesley, Graham felt comfortable with the situation and made his arrangements. A week
before the Muster was on his way to the UK!
Speaking with Graham on the morning of the Muster as he was enrolling as Member 1572 he had already
had an enjoyable time. He had been in London, seen parts of Scotland, visited the village of Ebberston -
home of his Metcalfe ancestors and was off after the Muster weekend to see a painting called "Ruth &
Niaomi" in a Liverpool art gallery (which his mother use to paint for him when he was a child) before spending
a few days in Ireland! During the weekend he visited both Hawes and West Burton and took part in the main
Muster events.  Now that's what I call enthusiasm!

New Member Graham Metcalf

BRAVO!
I felt very privileged to be able to attend the 25th

anniversary Metcalfe muster held on the 24th and
25th of September this year. To be able to meet so
many of the other members, and to meet people
who were just names before, and just as impor-
tantly to be able to walk in the footsteps of one's

ancestors.
Bravo! to the Society for organising
such a wonderful event.
Yours very sincerely
David Metcalfe M583  B  C , Canada

Board & Residence
The Times Newspaper

Saturday 1st October 1892.

Board & Residence Rock Mansion Brighton.
Several vacancies having just occurred in
this establishment an eligible opportunity

offer for selecting good rooms with private
sitting room if required.
Address: Mrs Metcalfe,

7 Lower Rock Gardens, Brighton

From Mrs Jose L Gay M816



12

It has been an extremely busy three months
since the last Mecca News mostly due to our special
Silver Jubilee Muster: with its colour co-ordinated
bunting, offical birthday cake(s), a coat of arms for
use by the Society, a special photograph to record
our birthday, the special blowing of the Bainbridge
Horn in our honour, a new publication ( the Metcalfes
in India ), some excellent lectures, an impressive ar-
ray of Metcalfe memorabilia (thanks to generous do-
nors), presentations and many new items to purchase.

My suggestion last year that we embark upon
a DNA project, during our 25th anniversary year, was
followed up during the AGM. Please read Martin
Metcalfe’s article explaining how to become involved.
I appreciate his enthusiasm as well as his knowledge
of the subject and most of all for agreeing to co-ordi-
nate things.

I find it impossible to accept that the Muster
took place six weeks ago as I write this and that when
you read this it will be no more than a happy memory
of three months. I believe I can say “happy memory”
since so many of you have kindly written to Lesley
and others to say how much you enjoyed our two day
extravaganza in Wensleydale. We promised it would
be different and an experience. I like to think that
thanks to several individuals it really did turn out well.
Indeed I shudder to think what could have gone
wrong. Some things did of course but we seemed to
overcome them.

The unavoidable absence of Lord Bolton did
not auger well but we were well served by Glenys
Marriott. She has, thanks to Jose Hopper, found a
Metcalfe ancestor and intends to join the Society so
she can attend next year in her own right as a mem-
ber rather than guest.

I really cannot name everyone who helped
over the weekend as it turned out to be quite a list.
There were truly too many to name now: some help-
ing on the Friday to set up; others helping over the
weekend, in many guises from washers up to com-
puter operators;others stayed on after the Muster fin-
ished to help the committee to tidy up. All the assist-
ance was very much appreciated.

Diane Howarth and I have written to as many
individuals as possible as well as the stall holders at
Hawes, including the North Yorkshire Record Office
Archivist, the Upper Dales Family History Society, the

Friends of Gayle Mill and of course the Dales Coun-
tryside Museum itself. They were all marvellous.

Despite what I say above I must thank cer-
tain individuals, namely Diane, Jose and Lesley who
masterminded and ran the organising committee for
the event. I also want to mention Carol Herbert’s help
in obtaining the new products displaying the coat of
arms we have been allowed by Margaret Condon to
use. These items proved to be very popular and were
snapped up by eager purchasers. The coat of arms
and our new display panels featuring it were greatly
admired in both locations. My thanks to Margaret
Condon for permitting us to use the arms.

I would like to thank the members at the AGM
who re-elected me and the rest of the committee for
another year. We still have vacancies on the com-
mittee so please think about helping. I am delighted
to report that at least one vacant office was filled af-
ter the AGM. Brian Metcalfe will take on the archivist
co-ordinator role, taking this over from Maureen
Thwaite, who, I am delighted to say, will continue this
year to process our Gift Aid claim . Many thanks to
both of them.

I hope, if you were unable to attend the Mus-
ter, you will gain some idea of the event from the
pages of this special edition of the Mecca News. For
the fortunate ones who attended it will I trust bring
back happy memories

The success of the new venue in Hawes has
emboldened the committee to book the Main Hall and
side room next year for our 26th AGM. This will be a
one day event but we might be able to arrange an
evening social get-together and possibly an informal
visit or outing on the Sunday. Early days yet to an-
nounce what we plan: we have only just recovered
from the Muster this year!

I end by wishing everyone a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy and Successful New Year .

         David Lambert M11

Chairman’s Jottings

News From The National Archives, Kew
Seamen's Service Records Online

You can now search and download the service registers of more than 500,000 seamen who joined
the Royal Navy between 1853 and 1923. The records, which give details of an individual's service

along with their date and place of birth, are available on the DocumentsOnline website at:
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline.

You can search the index for free and download digital images of the documents for £3.50 each.
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NAPPA HALL AHEAD

Guided walk Sunday 25 September 2005, 9am -11am to Nappa Hall via
meadows; Nappa Mill to Nappa Hall and back the short way over the
road wall path to Askrigg. Approximately 4 miles. Guide Tony Dyke.

We walked from the car park on the edge of Askrigg, passed the Kings
Arms Hotel to St Oswald's Cross and church where James Metcalfe
founded his Chantry Chapel dedicated to St Anne in 1467. A number of

the Metcalfe family are buried in the church yard. Across the road is
the house used as the vet's in All Creatures Great and Small - a TV
success of the 1980's.

We passed down the side of the house along Pudding Lane to the
base of the old railway line closed in the early 1960's. Then down
towards the River Ure, on towards Askrigg Bottoms - here the
quarrymen carried a stone flag apiece to lay along the path on their
way home from work. It could be very wet in bad weather and was a
right of way for the people to go to church and the village.

The views are lovely along the dale and hills on every side. We
reach the river then turned North East towards Nappa Mill where
the Metcalfes milled their corn. Climbing up through the Metcalfe
fields the old railway embankment on the left hand side we
could see Nappa Hall
ahead. Many photos
taken as we passed by
only being able to look
through the archway to
see part of the east
tower and farm build-

ings. The three sheepdogs barked their welcome?

Climbing up to the
road above Nappa
passing the west tower we had a good view of Nappa from the
road with the full top of the hall down to the river. More photos!
Then the rain came but only for five minutes. As we passed the
road on the right going up to Newbiggin one of our party, local
to the area, pointed out to me Willie Metcalfe owner of Nappa
watching us from his doorway. What was he thinking?

We made our way back to the car park the
shortest route by way of a path close to the
road because of the time - we had to get back
to West Burton in time for the big family pic-
ture!

Thank you to all involved especially our guide Tony. A lovely time was had by all.       Joe Metcalfe M24
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New
Metcalfe

Coat
of

Arms

You will have noticed that for the
first time with this issue we are
using a new Metcalfe Coat of

Arms. This now appears on many
of the Society's products.

The original achievement was
granted to the Reverend Thomas
Metcalfe by the College of Arms

in January 1920.
The use of the arms has been
allowed by his granddaughter

Mrs Margaret Condon.

The achievement is descibed as:
Coat of arms of a commoner's family. Reverend Thomas Metcalfe 1856-1937 of Sunnyside,

Lancaster, who traced his ancestry back to James Metcalfe, founder of Nappa, through Ottiwell.
Description from Armorial Families: Fox Davies.

(a) Argent, three calves passant sable, on a chief of the last a rose of the first, barbed and
seeded proper. Mantling sable and argent. Crest on a wreath of the colours, a satyr affrontee,

holding on the dexter hand a club over the shoulder, on the sinister the stump of a tree all proper.
(b) Translation Shield. Three black calves on a silver field, above them a silver rose with thorns and seeds
on a blackfield. NB The shield is not impaled or quartered because the Rev Thomas has not included his

wife (whose family may not have been arrnigerous).
Mantling Black and silver. In this case it is in profile with visor closed - sign of a commoner. A satyr front on

holding a club in its right hand resting on its shoulder, on its left the stump of a tree in natural colours.
Wreath Colours to match the mantle.

The Latin Motto - Virtutes felices sunt
freely translates as

"Virtuous people are happy"

RRRRRoberoberoberoberobert Metcalft Metcalft Metcalft Metcalft Metcalfe standse standse standse standse stands
on the righton the righton the righton the righton the right

Money Mecca

In the last Mecca News (August 2005 Issue 76) we reported the
death of Robert Metcalfe M1220. We had given a resume of

Robert's history and a book he had written about his exploits in an
earlier Mecca News. We now find that his legacy is set to continue
as he appears as a figure on the Canadian $10 bill. How he was

chosen for this is a mystery even to his family. He was asked to go
for a photo shoot and later they were informed that he was shown

on the note. Supplied by CS Metcalfe M305.
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MUSTER MONTAGE

Classic Coach Trip
around Wensleydale

Saturday Night
Dinner Location

The twin locations
Hawes Museum & West Burton

The official opening at Hawes Museum

Saturday Night.
 Hornblowing, wining and dining and the Dales Folk
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Dear Member,
Thirteen has always been considered an unlucky number but this was far from the case when thirteen
of us met for the first Clan Meeting at Claremont on 4th September. We would like to thank all who
attended and brought their researches and family trees for display, and particularly Mrs Helen Offer who
brought her four shoe boxes containing the Metcalfe Index. I think I can truthfully say ‘a good time was
had by all'. This is echoed by Mrs Helen Offer whose full account of the proceedings is included in this
issue.(see below)
It has been suggested we hold another Clan Meeting sometime. Has anyone any suggestions as to
where such a meeting could be held, as so far we have been unable to find a venue? We welcome any
ideas you may have on the subject.

Vera Adams Editor Mecca News No 8 December, 1982

SATURDAY 4th Sept. What a marvellous day! As I
set off the day before on my 300 mile journey, I had
wondered whether it was all going to be worth it. It
was. Every single mile of the long trek.

Ruth Kay,
with whom I stayed for the weekend, and I arrived
just before ten at the Yorkshire Archeological Soci-
ety’s Claremont’ House, in Leeds, to be met with a
very warm welcome from the organising triumvirate,
Vera Adams, Nina Benson and Mary Metcalfe, and
then to join members already arrived. We put up our
Family Trees and then went to talk to other members
who had already done the same. Eventually there
were six trees displayed and many were the discus-
sions thereon.

The Yorkshire Archeological Society had arranged a
screen showing old prints of different rural pursuits
and maps showing parishes. These, along with books
on Metcalfe history and a file of McLaughlan short
treatises, 13 in all, on different aids to genealogy such
as Census Returns, Parish Registers, Bastardy
Bonds, Apprenticeship Indentures, etc. ete. what in-
formation they gave, where to find them and the best
way to use them for family research, helped many of
those present.

When the 13 members - Marian
Collins, Ruth Kay, Margaret Metcalfe, Helen Offer,
Pat Russell, David Galloway. David Metcalfe, Joseph
Metcalfe, and his son David, a visitor, David Lambert
and the triumvirate could be induced to stop chat-
ting, a short informal meeting was held with Mrs
Benson in the chair welcoming us to this, the first
meeting of the Metcalfe Clan.

Mrs Benson gave a resume of the growth of the So-
ciety, which now has 52 members, six of whom are
from overseas, and said that the Mormon Microfiches
for Yorkshire, Cumbria, Northumberland and Lincoln-
shire had been acquired, and a very attractive letter

heading had been designed by Mrs Mary Metcalfe,
our resident artist, who had also designed the head-
ings for the successive ‘Mecca News.’ Mrs Mary
Metcalfe, as Treasurer, reported that the expense of
acquiring the microfiches, which she was sure would
prove a great asset, had been considerable and that,
with increased postal and printing charges would ne-
cessitate the subscription being increased to £2.00.
Mrs Helen Offer gave a very brief description of the
Metcalfe Index and how it worked and finally there
was a general discussion, principally about the need
for the articles for the Newsletter and for more mem-
bers. It was hoped that there would be four issues of
the ‘News’ a year, to keep members informed.

Then we adjourned for lunch and not the an-
ticipated cup of coffee and a few sandwiches, but a
sit-down super spread, all home cooked by the gal-
lant triumvirate, consisting of quiches, sausage rolls,
vol-au-vents, sandwiches of great variety and salads
of several kinds, helped down with apple or orange
juice. A second course of flans or gateaux had us all
surfeited. We finished with coffee to take us up again.

After this gar-
gantuan meal we wandered round the Search Rooms
of the Archeolgoical Society and many of us were
able to do some research, Mrs Marian Collins being
overjoyed at finding a wanted marriage. Others con-
sulted the Microfiches or the Metcalfe or Spouse In-
dexes. and the meeting room sometimes took on an
air of an examination room, so many members were
writing diligently.

Another wel-
come break for more talk, tea and cakes at 3.30 and
then at 4 o’clock we had, most regretfully, to take down
our pedigrees, pack up our books, jottings and all we
had brought, say our farewells and drive away.

A wonderfully successful
meeting and our most heartfelt thanks must go to
Vera Adams, Nina Benson and Mary Metcalfe for their
great organising ability and for all the trouble they
took to make sure we all enjoyed the day.

THE FIRST CLAN MEETING



! Books !

If you attended this year’s Mecca
Muster you will have seen and probably
bought some of the new merchandise
the society has to offer - all of which
have the new society coat of arms.

The china mug was so well liked
they all sold by the Saturday lunchtime!

But more are now available along
with the

new society keyring and coasters ....on
which to put your new society mug of

course!
So don't delay order now!

The new society coat of arms is also
available as a colour photo that you can

mount in a standard 7"x5" frame.

Along with the new merchandise, you
can now order the new society publication

‘Metcalfes in India’
(see above) and don't forget
Metcalfe - History of the Clan

which is still available and the only
definitive history of the Metcalfe family.

All of these items can be found on the
revised society sales order form, which

now includes pictures of each of the
items, a copy of which is enclosed with

this edition of the Mecca News.

If you want to pay by credit card,
you can do so by ordering online at

www.metcalfe.org.uk.

Have you seen the society's new merchandise?

At this year's mecca Muster we had two new books appearing for sale.
The  first produced by those involved with Metcalfe - History of the Clan,
namely Warwick Metcalfe, George Buxton and Charles Metcalfe. The book
in gestation for a number of years is based upon the extensive research
carried out by George, the writing talents of Warwick and the drive and
determination of Charles to get it into print. This is the first volume of what
is hoped to be a series of books relating to the arrival in and involvement
with the Indian sub-continent from the early years of explotation by British
traders to Indian independence in 1947.

This volume gives background to early European trading contact before
English merchants appear in the early 1600's - which was as you would
expect is when the Metcalfe's also made an appearance!

An easy to read production this volume covers the main Metcalfe
entreprenuers who were involved in the trade up to 1700. Even if you don't
have Metcalfes who made it to India this book gives a fascinating insight into some of the conditions facing
those that did and at £5 well worth purchasing. A5 - 56 pages.

The second book was edited by Gerald Tyler and is an account of the Metcalfe
families who lived in Chapel le Dale near Ingleton, North Yorkshire in the 18th
and 19th centuries.

The book is a collabrative account by some of the of the Dale's Metcalfe de-
scendants to record the lives of the various branches of Metcalfes who made
their home in the Dale. The book gives a useful background on the local his-
tory of the area before concentrating on the family branches starting with William
Metcalfe of Pryhouse, Wensleydale who purchased farm holdings in the Dale
in the 1720's. As with the Indian book even if you don't have any direct connec-
tions this publication adds to the store of Metcalfe knowledge and is worth a
read.

Consisting of 80 A4 pages of text, over 50 photographs and 7 pages of appen-
dices the book costs £10 plus p&p from Gerald Tyler, Shepherd's Cottage,
Winshaw, Chapel le Dale, Ingleton via Carnforth LA6 3AT.
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MUSTER FACTS & FIGURES

Saturday 24 September
•   At least two hundred people attend the official opening at Hawes by

Glenys Marriott or visit the displays and facilities
 •  Nearly 800 visit Hawes Museum - staff report a doubling of visitor
numbers with much of the increase attributed to the Mecca Muster

 •  Metcalfes from Australia, America, Canada and France as well from
across the UK and Ireland attend

 •  Nearly fifty people travel around Wensleydale by Classic Coach
•  Significant numbers of Metcalfes from the Bradford and surrounding
area visiting Hawes and West Burton due to an article appearing in the

local paper a week before the Muster.
• In excess of fifty people attend the AGM with over 100 attending

West Burton throughout the day
•  Around forty listen to the Metcalfes of Patley Bridge talk

•  Some eighty members and guests enjoy not one, not two but three blowings of the Wensleydale Horn by
Alistair Metcalf, a sumptious dinner and music by the local folk group The Dales Folk at the Rose and

Crown at Bainbridge.

Sunday 25 September
•  Nappa Hall visited by some twenty Mecca walkers who avoid most of the

morning showers
•  Some 200 people descend on West Burton for the picture session with

around 160 appearing on the Clan photograph
•  At least sixty listen to the local dialect presentation at the

two locations
•  Over one hundred visit Hawes during the day

•  Two large birthday cakes demolished.

Over the two days
•  Hundreds of cups of tea, coffee, soft drinks and glasses of celebratory

wine provided and consumed
•  Lunches for some 200 supplied
•  Twelve new members enrolled

•  Sales of the Metcalfe book into double figures
•  All the new Metcalfe mugs sold including the samples

Monday 26 September
•  Clan photograph appears in the Yorkshire Post and Northern Echo

•  Hawes sells out of editions of the Northern Echo by 9.30am quickly followed by Bainbridge
•  Three new members join overnight via the website

Muster Raffle
Do you have the following ticket numbers?

Brown 46, 54 or 96.

Well if you do you have won a prize!
To claim send your details together with the

appropriate ticket to our
Chairman David Lambert

(address on the front cover).

Wensleydale Fingers

4oz (100gms) Wensleydale Cheese
4oz (100gms) Flakey Pastry

Horseradish Sauce
& Extra Cheese.

~~~~~~~~~~
Roll out pastry put in cheese

cover in sauce add extra cheese.
Cook in oven at 450oF (230oC).
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Didn't we do well!
25 September 2005

Dear Mr Dobson
Elizabeth Simpson Award

Thank you for entering the Award.
Your entry was Commended. Congratula-
tions!

The comments of the judges on your
journal were:

Presentation
Clearly laid out with the good use of

illustrations. Not sure about the clip art,
though!

Articles
Considering the relatively small

membership there was a very good range
of articles from a number of members. I
particularly liked the article ‘Vegetarian-
ism: the Mecca Connection’: a most
unusual subject to find in a family history
journal.

Information
Again a good range of information

presented in an interesting way, particu-
larly the society news pages.

If you would like more feedback
please contact me.

I enclose a list of the winners and
those entries which were commended.
Also enclosed is a list of suggestions to
improve family history society journals
compiled by the judges that you may find
useful.

Yours sincerely,

Simon Fowler Chairman
Elizabeth Simpson Awards Committee
Federation of Family History Societies

THE ELIZABETH SIMPSON AWARD
2004 Nominations

Winner Cornwall
Seccond Tunbridge Wells
Third Leicester

Highly Commended (Alphabetical Order)
Berkshire
Cumbria

East Surrey

Commended (Alphabetical Order)
Metcalfe
Sussex
Victoria

Commended for Content (Alphabetical Order)
Anglo-German

Braund
Powys

The Society’s website at http://www.metcalfe.org.uk has been updated .
To ensure that you see all that has been added don’t forget to check out the

What’s New - Updates Archive link
which can be found in the ‘Latest News’ box on the home page.

Don’t forget, if you have any items you feel would interest other Metcalfe researchers don’t hesitate
to send them to either myself or the Mecca News Editor, Peter Dobson (editor@metcalfe.org.uk).

Carol Herbert - Web Administrator
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A CURVE OF MEMORY……

                THROUGH  UPPER  SWALEDALE -  Dr Mary Craig Gardner

(The second in a short series of articles provided to Charles Metcalfe M305)

The beck -
A super playing venue.
A beck in which we play often all day
Using arrangements of rocks and adding others to build our make-believe houses,
Some days we go down to the beck (stream) and build little houses by piling up the stones,
just high enough for them not to fall over.
We gather anything we can find in the water or on the banks - stones  weeds old tin cans - to make a store.
Then we sell to each other.
Sometimes we build a dam across the beck to see if we can make a pool to wade in.
Human beavers.

I cannot imagine kids being allowed to do this these days.
My sister, who in the nineties, had travelled back to visit this old playground,
told me how she watched children come from the city for a day’s visit.
From the trunk of the car they bring out yellow wellington boots.
Put them on to wade in the beck.
After a short time they come back to the car.
Take off the boots, put them back in the trunk of the car and off they go.
We are both amused at this and think that by our measure they had a poor time.

 Our wading in the beck is done wearing
sandals. Or just bare feet.
The water in this small beck, brown tinged  (from
the peat on the moors) is shallow, bubbling over
a stone strewn bed.
One summer I was  given one whole shilling by a
visiting family relative.
This was a great richness
Such a lovely shiny silver coin - I want to see it
shining  through  the clear sunlit water of the beck.
I place it carefully in the water on a flat stone.
Immediately it floats away.
I am astounded. My childhood physics tells me
that metal is heavy. It should sink.
But it is gone. Irretrievable.
Sometimes, I can still hear that gentle burble of
the stream going all day and all night.

On one side of the beck - cow hill, rich with trees bearing hazel nuts
still unripe in their bright frilly green cups, rises.
Sometimes, being hopeful or greedy, we pick them.
This is the best place to go for nuts, but they are not ripe until October.
We have long gone by then. Gone back to the town and to school.

Another favourite play venue is an abandoned 1930s Morris motor vehicle,
parked on a patch of grass at the back the village.
We take it over, ‘fix it up’ and take turns ‘driving’ to many wonderful places. Without moving an inch.
Yet another favourite venue is Spen Bank on the River Swale.I don’t know why it is so called.
To get there we walk on a footpath across five fields.
All the fields are enclosed by stone walls so we  have to climb over stiles.

Bubbling over a stone strewn bed
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Stiles usually have two steps up, out of one field, giving access to a narrow opening in the wall
and two steps down into the next field.
My stout aunt has to heave her bosom up in order to get through.
At Spen Bank we all run down the short hill to the river, climb into bathing suits, wade into the shallow water
and  swim in a pool that is deep enough for us kids.
The grown ups play with a bat and ball.Then we have tea and sandwiches and cakes.
In the early evening we all trek back up the hill,
back across the five fields to our ‘home’, and to bed.

Swaledale still wild with peat, heather, rocks and grouse.
A grouse shoot happens every year, beginning August 12
A Lord Rochdale owns a fine shooting lodge near the village.
Each year his invited friends and himself are driven out in the shooting brake…
a green coloured type of SUV with canvas top and sides, to shoot the grouse on the moors.
The people in the dale are independent but men from the village to earn extra money go out onto
the moors to frighten the birds into flight by beating the heather with sticks.
The grouse fly up and the hunters shoot their guns and the birds drop out of the sky.
The dogs go and retrieve them.
Game will be on the menu up at the lodge that evening.
We kids hang around the gate to the road  leading up to the lodge.
We ride the swinging gate back and forth.
When the posh cars arrive for the shoot we open it.
Occasionally the odd coin is thrown to us from one of the cars.
More often we just hang about for a while, have a swing on the gate to pass the time.

Then leave.

Remembering the happiness of childhood’s golden age is what we older folks do.
It’s one of the blessings of being older. You cannot have it in its fullness before you are 65 years.
Or so I think.
Writing it all down is all very pleasurable.
We also hope that future generations of our families will like to read it.

This landscape
is man-made in
spite of its wild
heathery look.
Long covered
over are the an-
cient rocks of
the Triassic and
Jurassic eras
and the ravages
of 7th century
Scandinavian
pillaging and
burning.
Not yet covered are 19th century lead mining horizontal shaft openings
and the sand hills (remains of lead smelting) up on the moor.
These sand hills are a favourite destination if we are in the mood for a good climb.
About  500 -600 feet climb straight up onto the moors.
There is nothing much to see there…  one or two cave openings -lateral entrances to the mine.
We do not venture into them.
The sand hills look almost as natural as the moors themselves

Remains of lead smelting up on the moor
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For me it is all just there. An unquestioned landscape that includes grass, sheep, cattle, hens fields,
daisies, buttercups, dandelions, red campion, canterbury bells, blue bells, harebells, foxgloves,
(I collect the  flowers and paste them into a school exercise  book - a record of the summer)
Alder and ash trees growing beside the streams.
Hedges of brambles and hawthorn.
Nettles that sting. Dock leaves to cure the sting growing beside them
Rosehips are gathered to make jam. Brambles to make jelly.  And sloes to make gin.
Elderflowers and berries to make elderberry wine and jam,
And roses. Roses are everywhere gracing everyone’s garden,
hanging on trellises or curling round the top of doorways.
Small, robust and red, they need no tending.
Pink and white roses bloom wild in the roadside hedges.
For me the miles and miles of moor land stretching to the horizon
are simply the earth - real earth stuff.

At school in town, I boast that the Swale is the fastest flowing river in Yorkshire. perhaps in England.
It’s my claim to fame.
The only serious competitors to my love affair with the dale are the seashore, an old cemetery
and the local park with a duck pond in the town where we live during the rest of the year.

I remember the streets of the town like the palm of my hand.
But streets never qualify in this childhood lexicon of the earth’s topography.
Still don’t.  An urban child, I see only that in Swaledale the earth is real
Miles and miles of the real stuff. This makes me feel real, part of the real world.
Not that the seaside and the town were not real.
In the memory of childhood, Swaledale and its river are more real.
The tiny garden patch at the back of the family house in town just doesn’t count.
The countryside sets my identity.

I belong to the place where farmers work.
Where farmers’ wives, in their stone cottages, bake cakes of  delicious sweetness, jams and pastries,
which after a long hike through the dale and over the moors,
are a welcome refreshment served with tea for a shilling
per person, in the farm kitchen.
Mandatory ritual - eat one piece of each cake or tart.

This countryside is the earth.
With all the unknowingness of passion,
I subscribe to the earth as Arcadia.
A landscape that seems to me natural, God given from
time immemorial
yet also the work of generations of sheep and cattle farm-
ers and of their wives.
Now it’s a dedicated  pastoral countryside, a National Park.
Driving, cycling and walking are the only ways to get around.
No trains.

Driving over the moors, sometimes the road in the middle
distance seems to disappear.
Then it re-emerges on the next moor.
Sometimes the road  stutters along in bumps and humps
known to us as switchbacks.
Nothing to do with slowing down urban traffic.
There isn’t any.
Walking is the way to go.
So many times we have trod these dale roads on foot.
Too many to count.
Walking to a farm or a distant village …
long walks and full of clear air.
And the wide sky measuring day and night
seamlessly folds us into its timeless embrace. MCG

Sometimes the road in the middle
distance seems to disappear
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 I am sure members who attended the Muster in
Wensleydale were impressed by our museum at
Hawes, and those of you who found time to go round
would have gained a real flavour of how your ances-
tors lived and worked. If you did not have time this
year, come back and visit again!

The Friends of the D.C.M. was formed in August 1982
at the suggestion of Marie Hartley and Joan Ingilby
whose private collection started in 1930 when Ella
Pontefract & Marie Hartley were given and collected
items from farm sales while working on their first book
‘Swaledale’. To be followed by ‘Wensleydale’ and
‘Wharfedale’ and three more books. Sadly Ella died
at an early age in 1945. Later Marie continued writing
and collecting and was joined by Joan Ingilby and
together they were to write 14 books, 2 transcriptions
for the County Record Office and 6 monographs of
how things were made. All of their books are invalu-
able for first hand reference of life and work in the
Dales. They talked to many older people who spoke
about their families and lives in the 19C and the ne-
cessity of moving on when times were hard.

The formation of ‘Friends’ is for:
  ‘Anyone whether in the dale or outside it, who has
an interest in the history of the dales and the bygones
which interpret that history, to share in the enjoyment

Friends of the Dales Countryside Museum

The Local Studies Room at the Dales Countryside Museum at Hawes is a wonderful resource for
Upper Wensleydale.  The nucleus of the library is a collection of over a thousand books - many of
particular interest to the Upper Dales - put together in the first place by Scott Macfie, prior to 1935 and at
a later date by Kit Calvert.

In addition to the books there are typed or printed copies of local parish registers; Bishopdale Booklets
which contain censuses from 1841 to 1901 for many local villages; microfilms on loan from NYCRO and
a reader and the IGI microfiches for Yorkshire.

The room, with its annexe, is a quiet haven for anyone wishing for a few hours of browsing or serious
work.  It is very easy to be diverted by reading the five volumes of “The Wensleydale Advertiser” pub-
lished in Hawes in the 1840s or other early publications.

It is essential to book the room in advance by ringing the museum on 01969666210. 
Museum hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Denny Minnit M410

of it and to feel that they can play a part in the progress
of the museum’.

The aims and objects of the Friends of the D.C.M.
are: -

· To promote the improvement of the museum.
· To raise funds to help in maintaining and

enlarging the collection.
· To arrange events for the interest and edu-

cation of Friends.

To become a member you pay an annual subscrip-
tion of £5. This entitles you to free admission to the
museum whenever it is open, and to participate in all
activities. You also receive a magazine annually, which
has news items and usually about 10 articles written
by members. It is called ‘Now Then’ which is a local
dialect greeting, ‘now then, how is’ta’? (How are you?)
the reply could usually have been ‘middlin’(moderate)
or ‘nobbut middlin’ or ‘nobbut  varra middlin’ (only very
moderate).

So do consider becoming a friend, especially if you
holiday or visit in the area, it’s a real bargain. Unlim-
ited access for a year for a fiver!

           Josephine Hopper (M810)

Overheard in the bar of the Rose and
Crown at Bainbridge at the

Muster Dinner.

Not a troublemaker amongst them.
They can't be Metcalfe's!

Could the member who talked to me at the
Muster at Hawes, about

David Martell of Black Hedley Northumberland
& the Hopper family please contact me as I

have mislaid
his name and number.

Josephine Hopper (M810)
josephinehopper@btinternet.com
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Archivist Report

Well folks, you will all be pleased to read that I am now  a grand mother. He was born three
and half weeks early and is called James Alan. He is gorgeous and as he is the first grandchild will
be spoiled rotten. We all love him to bits and he has come as a breath of fresh air after the dreadful
year the whole family have been through.

This is my last report to you all. May I say I have enjoyed trying to help you all with your
queries but we now have another member who has volunteered to take over -

                                              Brian Metcalfe M1554 he is a fairly new member but I feel sure he will
do a very good job answering your queries together with our most helpful researchers. I have told
Brian that if he has any difficulties whilst he is settling in he is to contact me. I want to say a great big
thank you to both of our researchers who  have done a superb job whilst I have been Archive Co-
ordinator and I know the good work will continue. May I wish you all success in your researching.

I have taken up new hobbies which will take up lots of my spare time and also I will be making
use of my crafting abilites once more. Hopefully one day I will feel in the frame of mind to start
researching again. Cheerio, Maureen Thwaite M897.

Mecca Muster/Birth Briefs - to all Members who received new data for their family lines at the
Muster.  We were unable to record the details you received so before your Birth Brief (or up-
dated Birth Brief) can be published in the Mecca News and added into our Society database, we
need you to send your family lines to the Archivist Co-ordinator as soon as possible.  Due to the
(happily) unprecedented numbers of new members in recent weeks there may have been some
delay in you receiving data from the Archivist’s department, we apologise for this and trust that
you understand that we are reluctant to reduce the quality of service we offer, for the sake of
expediency. Nina Benson M29.
 
Birth Brief Section
Abbreviations:-  MT-Metcalf  MTE-Metcalfe: MD-: MDE-Medcalfe: dau-daughter: d.o –daughter
of: s.o-son of: m-married: b-born: bpt-baptised: d-died.

BIRTH BRIEF and NEW MEMBERS to whom we extend a hearty welcome.

M1341 Ralfe Metcalfe, Witcombe, Slines Oak Rd, Woldingham, Surrey, CR3 7HL.
Grand s.o Henry& Mary (Eley)Mte m 1920 Kensington. Henry  b.c 1896 s.o Ralph & Elizabeth Ann
(Roddy)Mte. Ralph b 1850 Durham s.o Thomas & Elizabeth (?)Mte. Thomas b.c 1816 Stockton..

M1448 Gordon Ainscough & the late Mrs.Dorothy Ainscough 15 Dickens Rd, Rugby CV22
5RW.  Dorothy (Mt) m Gordon Ainscough 29/9/1957. Dorothy b 24/7/1933 d.o Thomas Griffith &
Violet Elizabeth(Parker) Mt m 15/2/1918 West Derby District Liverpool. Thomas Griffith b 1/9/1891
Liverpool s.o William & Ann Ellen (Williams)Mt m 1891. William b 1864 Liverpool s.o Edward Mt.

M1526 Maryanne Jefferson, 72 Allen Street, Walpole, MA 2081 USA.
Email maisey508@msn.com   Related to Sarah Metcalf m William Carr. Sarah b 1871 Montreal,
Canada d.o William Mt. William b 4/9/1842 Camberwell London, England (emigrated approx. 1851)
s.o Samuel & Hannah (Waller)Mt.

M1530 Neryl Medcalf  39 Badgery Crescent, Lawson, NSW,2783,  Australia.
Widow of Sidney MD. Sidney b. 1935 Sydney NSW, Australia s.o  Sidney Benjamin &
Sybil(Morrow)Md. Sidney Benjamin b. 1901 Sydney NSW Australia, s.o Sidney Benjamin & Clara
(Alcock)Md. Sidney Benjamin b. 1870 Sydney NSW Australia s.o Joseph & Ellen (Harris)Md. Joseph
b 2/5/1841 Sydney, NSW Australia s.o Joseph Beddy & Ruth(Unthank)Md. Joseph Beddy b 1810
Dublin, Ireland s.o John & Mary (Beddy)Md

M1534 Mr. Craig Armour, 11 Boship Close, Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN23 8JB.
Email craig.armour53@ntlworld.com  Husband of Sally Ann (Metcalfe) d.o John Richard Mte. John
Richard b 1916 Canada s.o Henry & Lily(?)Mte. Henry b 1879 s.o John & Mary Jane(?)Mte.
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M1535 Janice Gallagher, 21 Nashville Terrace, Fell Lane, Keighley, West Yorkshire BD22 6DY.
Email : barb@hotmail.com  Awaiting Details.

M1539 Mrs Andrea Moore, 16 Carr Hall Gardens, Barrowford, Nelson, Lancs. BB9 6PU.
Email michael@netbreeze.co.uk   Dau of Robert Calvert Metcalfe b 1927 Burnley s.o Miles Calvert &Eva
(Waterworth)Mte. Miles Calvert b 8/2/1889 Burtersett, Hawes bpt. 10/9/1891 Hawes Wes. Meth. Chapel s.o
William & Mary (Calvert)Mte. William b 22/12/1863 Gayle s.o Robert & Elizabeth (Allen)Mte m 3/9/1863
Hawes. Robert bpt. 4/7/1837 Hawes s.o William & Elizabeth (Marsden)Mte m 6/10/1817 Slaidburn near
Clitheroe. William  b 30/9/1792 Gayle s.o James & Isabel (Blenkiron)Mte m 17/5/1790 Stalling Busk. James
bpt 10/12/1759 Askrigg s.o James of Askrigg. Connects to M307, M475, M1227 and to M6, M317, M591,
M664,M769, M824, M1076 and M1077.

M1540 Mrs. Ann Cline, 18 Picton Crescent, Thornaby, Cleveland TS17 0EZ. Awaiting details.

M1541 Mrs. Helen P. Yabuka, 26 Dakin St, Daglish, WA 6008 Australia.
Email helenpy@tpg.com.au   Dau of Walter & Alice Maud (Colyer)Metcalf. Walter b 1915 Perth WA s.o
Frederick  & Alexandra (McLennan) MT. Frederick bpt. 7/3/1882 Ebberston, Yorkshire, Eng.s.o Florence MT.
Florence bpt 30/9/1865 Ebberston 8th child of Robert & his 2nd wife Ann(Temple)MT m 18/11/1848 Ebberston.
Robert bpt 5/1/1820 Ebberston s.o George & Rachel(Robinson)MT m 8/4/1817 Ebberston. George bpt 7/10/
1794 Ebberston s.o Robert & Rachel(Vasey) MT m 29/7/1783 Ebberston. Robert bpt 28/3/1758 Ebberston
s.o Robert & his 2nd wife Jane(Dickinson)MT m 10/9/1754 Ebberston. Robert bpt 23/9/1719 Ebberston s.o
Richard MT. Richard bpt 28/9/1693 Ebberston s.o Robert MT.  Connects to M78 & M1387.

M1543 Mrs. Christine McGaghey, 14 Muntz St, Chisholm, Canberra, A.C.T. 2905, Australia.
D.o John Richard & Doreen (?)Mte. John s.o John Robert & Ethel Vera (Ward)Mte. John Robert b 11/12/
1903 Erskineville, Sydney, Australia s.o John Martin Bromley &Kathleen Mary (Carolin or Carolan)Mte m 24/
1/1906 Enmore, Sydney, Australia. John Martin Bromley b.c 1881 Tauranga, New Zealand.

M1546 Michael Checkette, 19 Westminster Rd, Blackpool, Lancs, FY1 2QE
Email mikecheck@blueyonder.co.uk  Awaiting details

M1547 Andrew Metcalfe, 18 Ravenswood Gdns, Isleworth, Middlesex TW7  4JG.
Email:  andrew@meticulousdesign.com born Bishop Auckland, co Durham s.o Alan & Christine (Jackson)Mte
m 25/5/1970 South Church, Co Durham. Alan b 21/2/1948 Shildon s.o George & Neltje (Reijhgoud)Mte m
1945 Stadhuis, Rotterdam, Holland. George b 1920 Shildon s.o John Henry & Linda Alpine (Malcolm)Mte m
1919 Auckland. John Henry b 1895 Shildon s.o Henry & Susannah (Pattinson)Mte m 1890. Henry b.c 1872
Bbishop Auckland s.o William & Elizabeth (Raw)Mte m 18/6/1870 Shildon. William bpt.  28/3/1841 Aysgarth,
Yorks. S.o George & Hannah (Shaw)Mte m 28/11/1833 Aysgarth. George b.c 1780.

M1549 Mr T J Roberts, 6 Wild Place, Bootle, Merseyside, L20 6HT  Email t20108rob@aol.com
Grand s.o Samuel & Margaret(Mte)Roberts m 4/9/1899 Liverpool. Margaret b 23/5/1881Liverpool d.o James
& Annie (Morris)Mte m 2/10/1868 Liverpool. James bpt 16/4/1843 Lunds s.o Richard & Ann (Bushby)Mte m
25/5/1829 at Aysgarth. Richard bpt 17/1/1773 Askrigg s.o John Mte of Long Coat.

M1550 Cambell A. Metcalfe, 50 Hobbs Ave, Dalkeith, WA, 6009, Perth, Australia.
Email:cambellm@gmail.com S.o Allan Frederick Cyril & Joyce May (Miller)Mte m 1956. Allan Frederick Cyril
b 19/7/1931 Bright, Victoria, Australia s.o Samuel Edward & Mary Beatrice (Kaighan)Mte. Samuel Edward b
23/3/1886 Deniliquin, NSW Aaustralia s.o Samuel & Jane (Broughton)Mte m 19/12/1883 Hay, Australia.
Samuel b 1856 Melbourne, Victoria Australia s.o Joshua & Eliza (Thomas)Mte m 20/1/1885 Geelong Victoria
Australia. Joshua bpt. 13/5/1827 Ingleton Fells s.o Richard & Martha (Gorrill)Mte m 9/3/1824 Ingleton Fells.
Richard bpt. 29/5/1796 Ingleton Fells s.o Richard & Agnes (Shepherd)Mte m 17/11/1788 Ingleton Fells.
Richard bpt. 15/6/1766 Ingleton Fells s.o John& Eleanor (Whaley)Mte m 8/7/1761 Hawes. John b.c 1740
Ingleton Fells s.o George & Elizabeth (Batley)Mte m 26/12/1739 Ingleton Fells. George bpt 27/3/1700 Ingleton
s.o Christopher & Catherine (Leake)Mte m 22/1/1697/8 Ingleton. Connects to M97, M331,  M637, M668,
M860, M964, M1274  & M1276.

M1551 Mr Keith Metcalfe, 1 Kay Close, Morley, Leeds, LS27 9TG. S.o William & Beatrice (Crisp)Mt m
1940. William b 1915 Hunslet s.o John William & Annie Elizabeth (Hodgkinson)Mt m 28/1/1903 Rothwell.
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John William b 27/5/1878 Leeds s.o William & Emily (Gray)Mt. William b.c 1844 Leeds s.o Edward & Mary
(Fowler)Mt. Edward b 16/8/1793 Oulton s.o Samuel & Nancy (Davey)Mt m 11/7/1790 Rothwell. Samuel bpt.
5/10/1766 Rothwell s.o John & Ann (Hey)Mt m 23m76m1756 Rothwell. John bpt. 22/5/1731 Rothwell s.o
William & Martha (Dyson/Deyson)Mt m. 5/5/1730 Leeds. William b.c 1701. Connects to M15 M496 M556
M745.

M1552 Mrs. Joan Mary, 9 Londesborough Road, Little Hutton. Cranswick, Nr. Driffield YO25 9PL.
Awaiting details.

M1553 Mr. Jonathan Metcalfe & Ms. Helena Mancey, 43 Sea Lane, Pagham, Bognor Regis, West Sus-
sex, PO21 4UW email hellenam@tesco.net  Awaiting details.

M1554 James Brian Metcalfe, 11 Hillcourt Rd, High Lane, Stockport SK6 8HN
email ena-brian@metcalfe219.freeserve.co.uk  S.o James & Eunice (Thwaite)Mte m 1933 Kirkstall. James
b 29/3/1919 Kirkstall s.o James & Jane Elizabeth (Varley)Mte m 14/12/1895 Kirkstall. James b 10/2/1874
Hawes s.o Thomas & Martha (Mte)*Mte m 24/10/1877 Garsdale. Thomas b.c 1833 Hawes s.o James Mte.
*Martha bpt. 12/4/1835 Lunds d.o Richard & Ann (Bushby)Mte m 25/5/1829 Aysgarth. Richard bpt 17/1/1773
Askrigg s.o John Mte.

M1555 Mrs M.O. Benfield, The Old Farmhouse, Milton Rd, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4EZ .
Awaiting details.

M1557 Mr. P.A.Green, 7 Prospect Hill, Old Town, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 3JU.
Peter@morgue.demon.co.uk   Awaiting  details.

M1558 Beverley  Stevens, Heath Holdings Farm, Stone Heath, Leigh, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire
ST10 4PG. Email:  bevstevens@btjdrives.co.uk  D.o Frank & Bessie (Mte)Willis m 20/7/1954 South Otterington.
Bessie b 1928 d.o James & Elizabeth Maud (Hill)Mte m 1923. James b 1890 Colburn s.o John &
Martha(Pounder)Mte. m 11/5/1882 Richmond Reg Office. John bpt. 2/1/1853 Hipswell s.o William & Mary
(Mte)* Mte. m. 25.11.1805 Masham. James b.c. 1778 s.o James Mte.
*Mary bpt. 16/5/1819 Downholme d.o Richard & Jane(Fryer)Mte m 14/10/1811 Downholme. Richard b.c
1789.

M1559Mr & Mrs Edward & Martha Hickcox, 2512 S. Kodiak Lane, Flagstaff AZ86001-2846 USA.
Awaiting details.

M1560 Janice Easton, 38 Myamblah Cresc, Merewether, New South Wales 2291, Australia.
Email jeas3790@bigpond.net.au  Awaiting details

M1561 Colin Frederick Metcalfe, 40 Oak Tree Rd, Bedale, North Yorks. DL8 1UE.
Email: alisonbowe2@hotmail.com   Awaiting Details.

M1562 David Reece, Brig-y-Don, Saltburn Rd, Brotton, Saltburn by the Sea, Cleveland TS12 2PJ.
Email: mail@headofficeonline.com   Awaiting details

M1563 Gillian Morland, 4 Farndale Rd, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, HG5  0NY.
Email: gillian.morland@ntlworld.com  Great gt. Grand.d.oThomas & Elizabeth (neeMetcalfe)Morland m 25/
6/1881 Hawes Yks. Elizabeth bpt 16/8/1863 Hawes d.o James & Margery (Thompson)Mte m 19/1/1863
Hawes. James bpt. 6/4/1834 Hawes s.o James & Elizabeth (Iveson)Mte m 3/6/1822 Hawes. James bpt 14/
5/1799 Hawes s.o Thomas & Elizabeth (Peacock)Mte m 22/8/1780 Hawes. Thomas bpt 4/7/1736 Hawes s.o
Thomas & Margaret (Lambert)Mte m 29/8/1734 Hawes. Thomas bpt.25/3/1694 Askrigg s.o Richard & Alice
(Stockdale)Mte m 4/5/1678 Askrigg. Richard b.c.1660 s.o Thomas & his 2nd wife Elizabeth (Rucrofte)Mte m
1640. Thomas b.c 1610 s.o Thomas b.c 1580. Connects to M33, M62, M141, M155, M317, M322, M423,
M449, M591, M623, M654, M769, M824, M897, M908, M1036, M1122, M1150, M1232 & M1455.

M1564 Deborah Lupton, Cambridge House, 9 Oak St, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 1EN.
Email: oak.lakes@byinternet.com    Awaiting details.
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M1565 Joanne Anastasi, 54 Abdale Road, Norris Green, Liverpool, Merseyside L11 3EF.
Email : jla05@blueyonder.co.uk  Awaiting details.

M1566 Mr. MA & Mrs. KF Metcalfe, Tanglewood,  Fore St, Boscastle, Cornwall PL35 OAU.
Email katemike.nerja@wanadoo.es  Awaiting details.

M1567 Mrs. Julia Cooper, 29 Cavendish Ave, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA44 6QJ.
Email juliemcooper54@hotmail.com  Great Great Grand daughter of Leonard Thomas & Eleanor (nee
Metcalfe)Raw m. 17/8/1850 Hudswell Yks. Eleanor bpt. 2/5/1824 Hipswell, Yks d.o Thomas & Elizabeth
(Raw)Metcalfem 31/5/1803 Hauxwell Yks. Thomas b 11/11/1781 Garrison, bpt 16/12/1781 Hauxwell s.o
James and his 1st wife Mary Jane (Croft)Mte m 15/5/1781 Hauxwell. James bpt 1/10/1758 Hauxwell s.o
Thomas and his 1st wife Elizabeth (Plews)Mte m 13/11/1757 Hauxwell. Thomas a farmer of Garrison was
buried at Hauxwell 12/8/1781. Connects to M624 M645 M898 M991 M1275.

M1568 Mrs. Helen Stevens, Bluebells, 56 Grosmont Ave, Berkley Heywood, Worcester WR4 0RD
Email, mickandhelen.stevens@btinternet.net Awaiting details.

M1569 Mrs. Joyce Metcalfe, 2 Arden Court, Friarage Gardens, Northallerton, DL6  1EW.
Awaiting details.

M1570 Mr Douglas Edward Metcalfe, Rose View, Dalton-on-Tees, Darlington Co. Durham.
Email: douglas.metcalfe@btopenworld.com   Awaiting details.

M1571 Mrs. Coleen Gray, Sunnybank, Gwemllwynchwyth Rd, Heollas, Swansea, SA7  9DS.
Awaiting details.

M1572 Mr. Graham Metcalf, 173 Belmont Ave, Belmont WA 6104, Australia.
Email: gragra47@hotmail.com Birth brief will appear in April 2006 Mecca News.

M1573 Joan Parrington, 3 Burnwells, Tanckley, Bradford, BD10  0SD.  Awaiting details.

M1574 Mrs. Frieda White, Roof House, Gunnerside, Richmond, North Yorks, DL11 6JG.
Awaiting details.

M1575 Mr Brian Metcalfe & Mrs. Wendy Chable (brother & sister),  3 Branstone Grove, Gawthorpe,
Ossett, WF5 9ST. Email: lordmetcalfe@blueyonder.co.uk   Awaiting details.

M1576 Mrs. Elizabeth & Mr. James Hargreaves Clandon, 4 Meadow Way, Barnoldswick BB18  6HP.
Awaiting details.

M1577 Mr Jeffrey James Metcalfe, 135 Wheatley Lane, Barrowford, Nelson BB9 6QW.
Awaiting details.

M1578 Mr. George Stubbs Metcalfe, Fairfield, Moor Lane, Salterforth, Barnoldswick  BB1  5SP.  Await-
ing details.

M1579 Mrs. Hazel Heather Metcalfe, Meadowside, Hudswell, Richmond N. Yorks.  Awaiting details.

M1580 Mr Harry  Metcalfe, 11 Cavendish Rd, Hall Terrace, Ecclehill, Bradford West Yorks.
Awaiting details.

M1581 Mr. Samuel Alexander Ian Medcalf, 40 Bedford St East, Freemantle, WA 6158 Australia.
Email:sam_medcalf@hotmail.com  Awaiting details.

M1582 Mr. David Paul Metcalfe, 31 Markfield Cres, Low Moor, Bradford BD12  0UJ.
Email: themetcalfes@blueyonder.co.uk   Awaiting details.
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M1583 Mr. Edwin Metcalfe, 20 Warren Ave, Bingley, BD16 3 BZ.
Email: tedmetcalfe@tiscali.co.uk   Awaiting details.

M1584 Mrs. Joan Alice Wilson, 31 Kendal Parks Rd, Kendal, Cumbria LA9 7NQ.  Awaiting details.

M1585 Jack Metcalfe, 19 Silverdale Rd, Guiseley, Leeds, LS20 8AZ.
Email: jack_metcalfe@hotmail.com  Awaiting details.

M1586 David Hartley, Shoolbred, Dent, Sedbergh, Cumbria LA10 5TD.
email: hallbank.dent@virgin.net  Awaiting details.

M1587 Enrico Metcalf, 7 Hayes Avenue, Ella Street, HULL, East Riding of Yorkshire HU5 3AZ,
email : metcalfdeborah@aol.com Awaiting details.

M1596 Mrs. Patricia Pearson, 35 King George Ave, Brighton North, South Australia 5048, Australia.
Awaiting details.

M1598 Ms Jean Smith, 9 Sycamore Ave Saltburn-by-Sea Cleveland TS12 1PF
email: jean@jsmith59,fsnet.co.uk Awaiting details.

M1599 Mr Michael Barrett, Brooklyn, Cranage Villas, Manchester Road, Plumley, Knutsford, Cheshire
WA16 0UB email: garrettcm@supanet.com  Awaiting details.

Rejoined Members & updated section.

M37 Mrs. Margaret Stoll. Foxhaven 19 Rochefort Drive, Rochford, Essex. SS4 1HT.
Email: margaretc@metoll.co.uk  Dau of Ada Mary Mte b 3/12/1911 Little Ouseburn, Yks d.o Daniel & Hannah
(Hauxwell)Mte m 4th Qtr 1898. Daniel b 9/2/1872 Hopperton nr Whixley, Yks s.o Georg & Ann (Daniel)Mte m
28/10/1871 Little Ouseburn. George bpt 18/5//1845 Kirk Hammerton s.o Richard & Susannah (Parker)Mte m
22/10/1827 Bilton in Ainsty Yks. Richard bpt 15/6/1801 Bilton in Ainsty s.o John & Jane (Young)Mte m 17/11/
1778 Acomb, York. John bpt 20/9/1755 Thornton by Pocklington Yks s.oMatthew &(?)Mte of Welburn &
Thornton. Matthew b.c 1728. Connects to M354 M1162 & M1253.

M451 Ms Joan E. Metcalfe, new address 5333 Southwest 75th St., Apartment 120, Gainesville, Fl. 32608
USA.

M689 Irene M Redpath, 5 Strathesk Place, Penicuik, Midlothian EH26 8EB.
Email : imwrmailbox-ebay@yahoo.co.uk

M1251Mrs S P H Harbaugh new address 1424 Parkview Boulevard, Stone Mountain, GA 30087 USA.

M1271 Mr Booth new address 3 Knightsbridge Close, Wesham, Preston PR4 3EQ.

M1309 Mrs Lyn Dalley new email k.l.dalley@xtra.co.nz

It is with regret we inform members of the passing of

Mr Richard Metcalfe of New Zealand M718 died on 8/3/2005

Mr P Cowles M1269

Mrs Dorothy Ainscough M1448 died 24/12/2004

We extend our condolences to both family and friends.
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BURTERSETT
THE HIGH LEVEL SEATA,

WHERE THE SUN ALWAYS SHINES!

Most of the houses in the village were built in
the nineteenth century, though it was a settlement in
Edward I's time when it had a forest lodge. There are
a few seventeenth century houses, Hilary Hall, for
example, and remnants of older cottages display
signs of an earlier time. The 'boom' time was when
the stone quarries to the east of the village were ex-
ploited. The time when, with the railway running the
length of the Dale, fifteen thousand tons per month
of building stone and flags were hauled from the quar-
ries down to Hawes station. The quarry nearest the
village was known as Seavy, and the other as
Burtersett.

Quarrying activities were started in earnest in
the 1860's by Richard Moore and Thomas Metcalfe.
By 1867 Moore was paying a Royalty to the Manor of
£5.00, while Metcalfe's contribution was £7.00, later
to become £9.00 in 1872. By 1876 - 78 extraction
increased until each owner employed fifty men. Ri-
chard Metcalfe (known locally as Dicky Bocketer, I
know not why) had taken charge from Moore, his step-
father; and he and his father Thomas Metcalfe, were
each paying £80.00 a year Royalties.

The quarries were worked on levels - much
the same as coal mines - following the richest and
best flag limestone seams. As the seams progressed
deeper and deeper into the hillside, the rock was
hauled out by light horses pulling bogies which ran
on narrow gauge railway lines. From the quarries,
after being roughly dressed; the stone was trans-
ported by four-wheeled wagons down the hillside via
parallel slab (flag) wheel-ways again pulled by horses,
but this time by heavy shire horses, Clydesdales and
the like. At its peak this meant carting seven loads of
approximately six tons of stone - upwards of 50 tons
in total to the station every two days. Here it was fur-
ther 'dressed' before loading onto rail-carts and taken
out of the Dale to the growing towns and cities of
Yorkshire and Lancashire.

Richard Metcalfe built nine houses on the east
side of the street in Burtersett for his senior workmen
and manager, but most workers walked to work from
Gayle, Hawes, Sedbusk and Hardraw using the still
extant flagged paths set down for the purpose. By
the time Thomas Metcalfe died in 1899 the demise
of the quarries was imminent and by 1906 a much
reduced work force was operating. In one guise or
another, usually with a Metcalfe's hand in the 'mix':
the quarries staggered on via bankruptcy in the First
World War period to final closure on October 20th,
1931.

'Blow-up' time for the quarrymen was 7.30am
(they finished at 4.00pm and had Sundays and Christ-
mas Day off!) and Billy Willie, at the village shop,
opened early for half an hour to sell tobacco to the
men on their way to work with their 'bait' and a bottle
of cold tea. He kept two boxes, a penny 'twist and a
halfpenny 'screw'.

Another Willie - to give him his full title 'Billy
Tommy Willie Metcalfe 'o't CondIe Mill' (could he be
one and the same? The suggestion that Candle Willie
and Billy Willie could be one and the same is worthy
of some speculation knowing, as I do the opportunis-
tic and entrepreneurial skills(?) of the Metcalfes!) -
was a key member of the quarrying society. He lived,
worked and traded from the now derelict building. Its
'eyes' are gone, the floors are just memories to the
walls, but atop the three storeys the jackdaws are
content and tell their young of busier times at t'Mill
when Willie were mekin t'candles fert' miners. (I still
covet the building and its views!)

The building, sitting beside the mill stream, Eller
Beck, to the east and north of the village, was once a
silk mill. Willie thought it better to make candles for
the quarrymen and this he did, using the water power
to raise and lower the tow (wick), attached to a wheel,
in and out of the tallow, then

Its 'eyes' are gone, the floors are just memo-
ries to the walls, but atop the three storeys
the jackdaws are content and tell their young
of busier times at t'Mill when Willie were
mekin t'candles fert' miners.
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into the beck to chill and harden off. Repeated actions of this nature produced the best paralleled sided
candles in the Dale. The quarry workers had to supply their own 'light' to work in, hence a visit to Candle
Willie's 'afore every shift. 'Tis said that "Chap as followed 'im med pear-shaped condles!" But nothing is
forever, and with the advent of wax candles and oil lamps the mill's trade was lost.

I say nothing is forever but Burtersett's most famous don, Kit Calvert, is likely to remain known for
longer than most people or things. Born in the village in 1903 he loved the 'last lost lamb!' of the place
and the Upper Dale. He started the first successful dairy and cheese-making cooperative and, despite
the efforts of Dairy Crest and the Milk Marketing Board in the 1980's, his dream lives on in the Wensley-
dale Creamery providing nurture to its workforce and the Upper Dales farms and visiting consumers,
whilst their minds can be enlightened by the continued existence of his second-hand book shop in
Hawes.           Leon Metcalfe M320

Burtersett is a hill village on the south side of Wensleydale, about a mile east of Hawes, near the head
of the Dale.

Film Quiz Results

Thank you to all those members who entered
this year’s Mecca News competition ‘That was
the Film Year that was!’ where you had to guess
when 50 famous films were released.

There are obviously quite a few film buffs out
there as the scores were very high, especially
the top three who only slipped up marginally.

The overall winner is M21 Mrs Patricia Russell
of Chester who was only one year out guessing
the release date of Zulu!  All the other 49 an-
swers were correct. So well done Patricia, you
win a year’s free membership to The Metcalfe
Society.

The question and answer sheets can be found
on the society website - a good game for the fam-
ily over Christmas!

COMING OF AGE

The Alderson Society sent felicitations to the Soci-
ety on the holding of our 25th Anniversary and they
themselves are celebrating their "Coming of Age"
having being formed in 1984.

To commemorate this event they have produced a
56 page A4 Magazine called "Aldersons and the
Northern Dales. A horizon to the World".

Upper Swaledale is associated with the Aldersons
and is also the area settled by Metcalfes so there
are many similarities and interactions between the
two families. The magazine has a range of articles
which has resonance with the Clan and I am sure
at £3 plus P&P of £1UK; £1.50 Europe or £2.50
other countries, you will find something of interest.

Copies are available from Sales Officer, Mrs Ruth
Hewlett, 80 Aylmer Road, London W12 9LQ.

America’s foremost poet

An interesting Metcalfe book bought on ebay by M409 Diane Howarth
‘Poem Portraits’ by James J Metcalfe,

first edition published in 1948 in New York.

The book is dedicated to his wife - Lillian born in Norway, two sons - Jimmie and Donnie,
born in Chicago and one daughter - Kristina Maria, born in Texas.

In the foreword, it refers to James Metcalfe as ‘America’s foremost poet today.’
He was born in Berlin, Germany on 16 September 1906, was educated at the University of

Notre Dame and took a law degree at Loyola University, Chicago - the hard way, in night school.
He spent 4 years in the FBI and 9 years investigating for the US Dept of Agriculture,
 interspersed with two years of reporting and feature writing for the Chicago Times.
As the family lived in Dallas, Texas, the book is autographed by James J. Metcalfe

to the holder Betty June Miller of Dallas on 1 June 1949.

Does this James Metcalfe belong to your line?
If so, contact Diane Howarth, contact details on inside front cover.
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...And why should it!

Supplied by
Keith Metcalf M1115


