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EDITORIAL

Spring is a time for re-birth and, for
me cerainly, much more a time for
new resolutions than the New Year.
As my time as Editor draws to a
close | am looking forward more
and more to being able to re-start
my own researches which, | am
afraid, have lain dormant for the
past four years. One of my resolu-
tions ls to not only fill in those
annoying little gaps that we all have
in our "trees" but also to let the
Society know of all my work. Many
of you will receive a printout of your
Birth Brief, which is held by the
Society, with this edition of the
Mecca News. | am ashamed to say
that mine is very brief. Sorry,
Diane, but | wili definitely let you
have an update by 1st June. | hope
that all our members will do the

same.

May | commend some of the
articles in this edition to you for
your particular consideration. Thers
are, as always, a number of excel-
lent articles, interasting in their own
right and | am very grateful to all of
you for sending me material. In
particular, may | draw your atten-
tion to the letter from Peter Met-
calfe, prompted by an article by
Howard Metcalfe in the last edition.
Editors always like controversy as it
generates further correspondenctla,
and Howard's lefter certainly did
that! Peters suggestions are well
worthy of our consideration.

f've told you my sesolutions. What
are yours? Are their members out
there who will respond to our cons-
tant pleas for help? Nina is in
desperate need of help, and there's
always the Editors jobl

Stuart Metcalfe April 1993

UK membership £5.00

The Mecca News is the official journal of the Metcalfe Sociaty. This is a
family history society dedicatedlto anco
name of Metcalfe in all its derivations. The
a year (January, Aprl and August) and is free to members.

Annual subscriptions to the Soclety are:

Overseas (Surlace mail) £5.00 (Airmail) £6.00

uraging research into the fe_xmiiy
Journal is distributed three times

Family membership is £1.00 extra in each category.

Secretary’s Notes 134 Fevraary 1993

My thanks forall the lovely Christmas
messages - it is great to hear from so many
of you.

Twopeoplerespondedtomy pleas for
help. M218 Liltah Chapman is to record
the 189 Censusreturns for Yorkand M550
Madelaine Jackson is to begin on the same
for Leeds. M46 David Metcalfe is stitl
beavering away and after completing
Swaledale, Wensleydale & area, then Ripon,
Harrogate & Skipton areas, he put these
onto the computer, making searches re-
markably easy. He has now started on the
Darlington area 0fCo Durham. Many thanks
to you three. Otherwise nothing,
Therefore to lighten my load and delay my
nervous breakdowa [ shall be announcing
changes as and when I can think of them.

The FIRST isto the UPDATING OF
THE BIRTH BRIEFS IN THE MECCA
NEWS -at present [ pick these up fromyour
letters. In future ¥OU will be entirely
responsible for sending them, inthe present

format, DIRECT TO THE EDITOR, The
Editor will not respond to any queries en-
closed. I'will of-course continue writing up
the new members' Birth Briefs,

The SECOND is to reiterate that arti-
cles and snippets for publication in the
Mecca News should go DIRECT to the
Editor and that queries or requests to be

covered by other committes tmembers
should be addressed to the particular Of-
ficer concerned - see the back page for the
Jjob descriptions. I.can no longer accept the
responsibility of repackaging and redirect-
ing these items. 1f they continue to arrive
they will be handed over only at our April
and Sept Committee Meetings - making
delays in replies inevitable.

- Somry to be s0 hortific but the time has

cotne to call a halt to my overloading,

Be assured that I shall continue to be
delighted to receive your letters and genu-
ine queries - it gives me great pleasure to
deive amongst the records !

LISTS - our thanks go to Stella
Balderston for the donation of a lot of
John's papers covering, inparticular, Hawes
parish registers. Also we thank M446 John
Turner for further coverage of the same, |
have also added a few years to these records
and have now completed the following :-

Parish Church of St Margaret :-
Baptistna 1695-1787. 1810-1826. 1860-1898.
Marriages 1699-1837, 1338-1885,

Burials  1695-1771. 1865-1890.
Wesleyan Methodist - Baptisms 1850-1908.
Obviously these have not yet
been transferred to the computer but 1 will
be pleased to answer precise enquiries pro-
vided they include return postage. If you
can write the query on'a separate piece of
paperonwhichthereisenough room forthe
reply, it will speed up the response.

" Muster booking forms are enclosed in
this issue - your early replies would be
appreciated. "

Regarding ties and headscarves ete,
with a relevant motif -thank you to mem-
bers for catalogues and price lists
-unfortunately the smallest orders appear
to be (for example) 100 ties...with prices




beginning at £6 EACH....this is way be-
yondour present means. Howeverwewon't
forget about them entirely and keep on the
lookout for more reasonable numbers and
prices.

I'm looking forward to meeting some
of our southern members at the Society of
Genealogists "Family History Fair” at the
Roya! Hotticultural Society Old Hall, Vin-
cent Square, Westminster, London...on
Sunday 16th May 1993..10am to 5pm.
Friends have kindly offeredme B& Bsol
shall be joining Charles and his tean for
some part of the day. Further news from
Charles elsewhere. Good hunting !

N.E.B.

Obituary
Sadly we regret to report the death in
February of M546 Elizabeth Lee of

Killinghall, Harrogate. Elizabeth was
an all too brief addition to the Hipswell
family group. We offer our sincere con-
dolences to her husband and family.

Society of
Genealogists
1993 Family History
Fair.

The METCALFE SOCIETY are
planning to run an exhibit at the fair on
Sunday 16 May.

The fair is to be held at Royal
Horticultural Old Hall, Vincent Square,
Westminster, London from 10am to 3pm
and we plan to have a stand to demonstrate
the publications and data belonging to our
Society.

I havearranged with John Alderson of
the Aldersen Society - another dales name
- to have the stand next to ours so that our
impact is greater and mutual aid will reduce
any problems.

Thereare planned to be 120 exhibitors
and with an entrance fee of £1 we expectto
see a large number of visitors, maybe even
some recruits?

Although we are a team of 4 running
the event, it would be perhaps useful 1o
have two other members who live close at
hand to give some relief to those ‘manning’
the stand.

Any volunteers please write tc me
before the 16th May. CSM.

BIRTH BRIEFS

ALTERATIONS to CURRENT ADDRESSES and MEMBERSHIPS:-

Ml$ -isnowa lfamily Membership, Mr & Mrs Williarn and Helen Metcalfe,
10 Highgrove Drive, Chellaston, Derby. (Please note new post code is DE73 1XA).

M154 - Peter Metcalf has re-joined - new address - "Foxley View", 3 The Paddock,
Sawley, Lancs. BB7 4LE.

M191 - Mavis Cunningham has resigned.

M205 - Sheila M Jones, correct address is 60 Glenwood Gardens, Gantshill, Iiford,
_ Essex. IG2 6XU.

M297 - Mrs Shian Waugh moves Ist June '93 to Tuturau, RD4, Gore, South Island,
New Zealand.

M302 - Family sub covers Stephen G. & Master Miles T.S. Graham,
M326 - Dr D.M. Metcalf, correct address is 40 (not 4) St Margaret's Rd

M361 - Peter J.R. Clerehugh has moved to - Lowiands Farm, School Lane,
Blackboys, Uckfield, East Sussex. TN22 SLN.

M475 - Kathryn Metcalfe has re-joined - same address,

UP-DATING MEMBERS BIRTH BRIEFS ;-
M54 Peter Metcalf, Foxley View, 3 The Paddock, Sawley, Lancs. BB7 4LE.

Son of Charles & Edith (Holmes) Mt, m 6 Dec 1942 Radcliffe, Lancs,Charles
b 25.07.1920 Radcliffe 5.0 Harry & Alice Ann (Green) Mt m 02.07.1917 Radcliffe.
Harry b 01.04.1892 5.0 Charles & Elizabeth {Gregory) Mt. Charles b ¢1855.

M267 Mr & Mrs John Robinson, Norton House, 26 Chester Road, Holmes Chapel,
Crewe, Cheshire. CW4 7DP.

Norah is dau of Robert & Grace Ellen (Gardner) Mte m 26.11.1915, Robert b
20,03.1891 5.0 Robert & Elizabeth (Eyre) Mte, Robert b 21.03.1859 (Brother to Rev

- Thomas Mte of Troston & sec M549) sons of Robert and Agnes (Kendal) Mte m

Feb 1856. Robert bpt 1833 Ingleton, Yks 5.0 Thomas & Elizabeth (Mte) Mte m

1824. Thomas bpt 1801 Ingleton .0 John & Alice (Calvert) Mte. John bt 1780




Ingleton Fells 5.0 William & Alice (Thompson) Mie m 28.03.1774 Hawes. William
8.0 Robert & Mary (Bentham) Mte m 16.62.1751 Thomion in Lonsdale. Robert b
1723 s.0o William of Weathercote & Margaret (Lodge) Mte m 19 Jan 1704/5
Hubberholme. William s.o0 William of Tanton & Gayle & Anne (Woodworth) Mie
m 29 May 1677 Thirsk, William b 1649 s.c John of Tanton & Mary (second dan of
Michael Mte of North Otterington) his third wife. John b 1581 5.0 Gilbent of Hood
Grange, Kilbum & Jane(Jerom.) Mte. Gilbert 5.0 George of Hood Grange & Eliza-
beth (Banks) Mte. George 5.0 James of Swinethwaite & Bekards. James b 1490 5.0
Ottiwell of Nappa. Ottiwell s.0 Thomas of Nappa & Elizabeth{Hertlington). Thomas
5.0 James & - (Gibson) Mie. James b 1389 5.0 John & Alice (?7) Mite.

M309 Thomas Metcalfe, 32 Floral Avenue, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS7 3DP

Grandson of Alfred Rhodes Mte who was bom 28 Mar 1858 at Moor Bottom,
Hartwith, (near Harrogate/Ripon Yks), son of John & Mary Ann (Steel) Mte.

M358 Michae} Richardson, 18 Gordon Way, Harwich, Essex, CO12 3TW.

The mystery only deepens. In Marrick parish registers - there is a William
PETTY bpt 21st Jan 1835 s.0 John & Eliz (Blenkiron widow of Matthew Blenkiron
nee Eliz Garforth) PETTY, m 23 Jan 1827, AND there is a William PETTY bpt 20
Jan 1833 s.o Isabella Petty spriby J.Johnson). When Michael has stopped spinning
we may hear more |

M549 Mrs M. Condon, 5 Nursery Walk, Brampton, Huntingdon, PE18 SUU.
Grand-dau of Rev Thomas Metcalfe of Troston ... see M267 above.
M$50 Mrs M. Jackson, 4 Lark's Hill, Pontefract, West Yks. WF8 4NE.

Correction to Mecca News 38 - Ann Metcalfe (b1825 d.o Leonard & Mary
(Atkinson) Mte) did NOT marry John Scott. She married on 12 Dec 1845 Thomas
Chapman.

M562 Mss D. Eldridge, 3 Johnson St, Hawthomn, Victoria 3122, Australia.

Great grandfather George Mte b c1823 Elton, Co Dur, Eng, s.0 Francis and
Elizabeth (Dilchett) Mie who m 26 Mar 1804 in India...the records of the East India
company give the details - Mr Francis Metcalfe. mariner, bach 10 ED spr, both of
Calcutta, Fort William in Bengal and also the bpt of their children Ann 07.03.1805
& Thomas Francis 28.03.1807. In the 1851 CR Francis is 71 bom Stockton, Eng,
and his obituary in the Stockton & Darlington Mercury of 10th October 1860 states
that he died at Norton Cottage near Stockton on Tees and that he assisted at the
capture of Batavia when he brought home as prisoner General Jansen. Francis is at

Norton Grange in 1848, Can anyone locate Norton Cottage ? Besides the two chil-
dren given above we now know that there was also Hannah Thompson bpt
05.10.1814 at Norton Co Dur who d 17.03.1897 unm. William bpt 26 Mar 1818,
Norton. Thomas Francis is known to have married a Georgina ? and had issue Eliza-
beth Marion 05.02.1833 Norton & Georgina 02.09.1836 Norton.

MS583 Mr & Mrs D.J. Metcalfe, 355 Pleasant St.Lane, Post Moody,
British Columbia, Canada, V3H 485,

andfather George Edwin Mte born 6th Nov 1866 s.0 Philip Sanderson &
Jane Elizabeth (Kirby) Mte. Philip was listed as a coachsmith Jjoumeyman.

NEW MEMBERS - who are most welcome to our "family" Society.

MS589  Mr & Mrs Stephen & Judith Napper, Saddlebole Farm,
Motiram Road,Alderley Edge,Cheshire, SK9 7JF.

Judith is nee Metcalfe - further ancestry awaited.

MS90 Dr Christopher Metcalfe, Trafalgar House, 29 Sion Hill,Lansdown, Bath,
BAI1 2UW.

Son of George Arthur & Dorothy Elizabeth (Badham) Mte m 1927, George
Arthur b 16.03.1897 5.0 Arthur Wilson & Phoebe Evelyn (Pringle) Mte of Belfast
who m 1895. Arthur W. b 28.01.1865 Pateley Bridge, Yks s.0 George & [sabella
(Wilson) Mte m 1856 Bishop Auckland Co Dur, George b 26.12.1826 Castlestead,
Pateley Bridge 5.0 John & Mary (Hawkridge) Mte of Castlestead m 08.05.1817 PB.
John b 27.10.1783 5.0 George & Elizabeth (Smith nee Ragg) ?m 22,03.1780
Leeds.*George bpt 05.12.1750 at Well,Yks. s.0 John & Margaret (7) Mte of
Snape.John bpt 24.09.1706 s.0 George & Eleanor (Raper) Mte m 25.07.1703 Well.
George a joiner of Snape is 5.0 John Mte of Carperby in the parish of Aysgarth who
mentions this son in his will dated 1713,

*To go back to George b 1750 -he had a nephew Chrigtopher (5.0 William &
Ann (Mte) Mte) a merchant who moved from Snape to London, marrying 1st Jane
Dixon & 2nd Jane Posnet - and had issue Mary, Sarah, Anne, Barneti, Elizabeth,
Fanny and William. This William MAY be the one bpt 26.01.1821 St Luke, Oid St,
Finsbury, London. Anyoneknow anything of them ?

M591 Mrs Janet L. Bywater, PO Box 2084, Raumati Beach, New Zealand.

B Dewsbury Eng d.o Hedley & Doris (Metcalfe) Mortimer m 20, 12.194)

Bruntcliffe. Doris b 06.12.1922 Wortley, Leeds d.o Thomes & Amy (Proctor) Mte
_m28.10.l9ll New Wortley. Thomas b 20.01.1889 Hawes 4.0 Robert & Mary Ann




{(Metcalfe - 19 spr d.0 James & Eleanor (Sunter} Mte) Mte m 04.04.1883 Hawes.
And now, thanks to the recording done by M446 John Turner, [ am able to add that
Robert was born 16.03.1862 bpt 12.06.1864 Hawes s John & Agnes (Blades) Mte m
17 Nov 1853 Hawes. John b ¢1827 may be the son of William & Betty/Eliz (Smith}
Mie m 20 Jun 1820 Hawes. Ties into the family of re-joined M475 Kathryn Mei-
calfe, 190 Whitby Avenue, Ingol, Preston, Lancs. PR2 3GB.

M592 Peter Hunt, 3 Somerset Ct, Mount Pleasant Rd, Brixham, Devon. TQS 9RX

Grandson of George William & Mary Isabella (Metcalfe) Tilson m
25.12.1501 St Mary-Le-Bone, London. Mary Isabella b 19.02.1882 Ryan St.
Stockton Co Dur, d.o John Alexander & Sarah (Wood) Mt who m 08.05.1880 Reg
Office Stockton. John A. b 27.05.1859 Alfred St. Hartlepool s.o Ralph Karrison &
Mary (Beld) Mt. Ralph was a seaman in the Merchant Service and died pre May
1880.

M593 Wayne L.Owen, 65G Golf Course Rd, Madison, Wisconsin 53704-1485 USA

Born North Branch, Canton, Buffalo County, Wisconsin s.o Lewis Warren &
Caroline Mary (Metcalf) Owen m 14/15 Dec 1920 Durand. Caroline Mary b1iJan
1902 Durand d.¢ William Orlando & Mary Henryetta {Baker) Mt m 22 Aug 1899
Plum City. William G b 19.04.1871 Glen Haven, Grant County, Wisconsin 5.0
William Saley & Mary (Petterman) Mt m 2 May 1867 Glen Haven. William S. b18
Apl 1847 Glen Haven 5.0 William & Rachael Elizabeth (Curtis) Mt m 28 Sep 1840
USA. William bpt 12 Sep 1811 Masham, Yks, Eng. 5.0 George & Ann {Astwood)
Mte m 21 Jan 1811 Masham (when Geo gave his age as 20 - b circa 1791). Wayne
has Geo b 3 Nov 1783 bpt 3 Oct 1784 Masham s.0 George & Jane (Mallaby) Mie of
1lton m 31 Mar 1777 Masham both of this pansh.

Members may recognise this line fits into M200 Basil Metcalfe and M218
Lillah Chapman.

M594 Jeffrey A. Metcalfe, 33210 Pujols sur Ciron, France.
Asucestry awaited.

MS595 Mrs Doy Groenenberg, 816 5. 216TH, Cottage #1, Des Moines, WA 98198.
USA.

Doy has a problem here ! Her great great grandmother was Elizabeth Meicalf
“frorn County Durham, England”, Elizabeth married in 1851 Gearge Slater (NOT
TRACED) and in 1853, with a 10 month old dau Annie, they left England, by boat.
Their actual destination is uncertain, maybe eastern Canada - but the ship ended up
in Chile | Baby Annie had died at sea and about 1858 the family arrived in Washing-
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Elizabeth is supposed to have attended Bishop Auckland grammar schooland she
and her younger brother (no name) were orphaned and raisedby a wealthy aunt &
uncle. The aunt was calied Lady Metcalf. Elizabeth's father was William, CAN
ANYONE HELP WITH DURHAM RECORDS ?

MS596 Rev'd Charles E. Medcalf, 640 Alger Drive, Palo Alto, California
94306,USA

B(_:m Jersey City s Charles L. H. & Lizzie (Flanagan) Md m 17 Aug 1922
Jersey City. Charles Lyndhurst Hiram b 21 Nov 1889 Jersey City 5.0 William Arthur
& Cotnelia (Weeks) Md. William A b 29 Oct 1852 Bocking, B. England s.0 Arthur
Brown & Mary Ann Eleanor {Crack} Md. Arthur B. b 18 jun 1828 England.

M3597 Mrs Signy Allen, 2 Turf top House, Hawes, North Yorkshire. DL8 3RH.

Sister to M416 Denise Minnitt. Daus of Richard Mason & Margaret Alice
(Metcalfe) Chapman. Margaret Alice b 1905 d.o James & Jane (Outhwaite) Mte m
13.07.1898 Askrigg. James b c1875 5.0 John & Alice (Blenkiron) m 22.03.1864
Wensley. John bpt 23.07.1843 Askrigg s.0 William & Matgaret (Sill} Mte m
15.10.1636 Askrigg. William bpt 18.11.18}6 Askrigg s.c John & Margaret (Blades)
Mte m 31.01.1803 Askrigg. John bpt 02.09.1780 s.0 James of Bainbridge.
Connects to MANY other member's lines !

M398 Philip J. Medcalf, 26 Lower South Wraxall,Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts.
BA152RZ.

Ancestry awaited,
M59% Robert S. Harlow, 90 Wybalena Grove,Cook, A.C.T. 2614 _Australia.
_ Descendant of Edward & Ruth (Metcalf) Close who m 22 Aug 1774
atGrinton, Yks, England. Both of Grinton parish. Witness William Mt,  Could

Ruth be the dau of Richard & Monica (Sunter) Mte bc1752%  Can either M217
Rosemary & Adrian Bower, or M255 Elizabeth Morey add anything ?

NEB.




Computer Notes

[= ]

I'mtaking ashortbreak from gardening
- 50 it must be Spring already. 1alsotooka
break to go to Birmingham a few daysago
to attend the ‘Federation of Family History
Societies Seminaron Computers for Society
Administration’ - that's half my article in
just the title!

It really was a very interesting day
with four presentations and lots of
discussion with some very knowledgeable
and experienced people, a good day out
except for the fact that my wife went
shopping while I was locked away.

The Data Protection Act was one of
{he items covered and we were told that if
address lists are used for selections (eg we
airmail) or are updated (we do) then

. regisiration is necessary (we are registered

- M0031084) at a cost of £75 every three
years.
While there] learned that Bedfordshire
FHS have a day conference 8th May at
Houghton Conquest on My Family
Criminals; Development of Police &
Prisons; and Petty Crime inthe 1 8th century.
Of no interest at all to members of this
Society !

At the meeting [ was able to collect a
copy of the Buckinghamshire FHS Family
History Transcription System. This is a
stand alone program which creates a

marriage database sysiem. Searches,
printouts eic are possible but it is aimed
only at marriage records. A copy of the
system for individuals will cost £50 but 1
have a demo dise (which does not allow
work to be saved) which | am abie to send
to anyone who would like to assess the
program. [can copy toany IBM compatible
disc format - please send a formaited disc
witha SAEif youare interested, my address
is on the back page .

Back to our own Mecca Index, we
now have made considerable inroads into
the backlog of Lists having entered 950,
with List 1,450 being the last one created.
We are also making valiant attempts 1o
enter current family treesand notes that you
have sent in.

As vecords from lists or your personal
tree are entered | accasionally come across
changes to records which are of potential
interest to a member. As more and mote
eniries are made cotrelation becomes more
frequent, as one would expect. It is the case
now that 30-40% of all entries are either
duplicates or additions to existing records.

Normally I take a quick print of those
jtems that may be news (where reference is
madeto analready entered members family
tree) and mail them off reasonably soon.
Sometimes I'm not sure of the validity of
the fresh item and so question marks are
liberally scatiered to indicate uncertainty.
If yau receive one of these printouts please
treat it as a suggestion and help me to keep
the Mecca Index in an accurate form by
returning it with comiments -on the original
sheet - even if the comment is only
'RUBBISH' |

From M520 i

Sensing the hills and vallays he
Please lfind enclosed a photocopy andered far and wide.
that might be of interest to the

Metcalfe Society. He learmt to play the fiddle, led a

roving gypsy life

It is from a publicati

‘ : on called And then he cam (

gt.almembe.rmg In Rhyme’ by Barbara me to be his wife ® aroouring, asked
riil  published by the Stockport ‘

Historical Society in 1979 i

. The item My parents both forba
:;ered part of an entertainment given another man, de 1. found me
y S.H.Soc. in February 1979 about

various local characters, But | loved Jack and he loved me and

' S0 we mad ;
Yours sincerely, & plan

The night ’
Duncan Broomhead came w?ilh l:cek’;;rretawy wedding Jack

DOLLY METCALFE | climbed down from my windaw, and

soon,
I am Dolly Metcalfe - have you ever beyond rocall

heard i
my name? ga r r?:’a;‘)]proving parenis, we were
My marriage to Blind Jack Is my only Jackandl

claim
to fame. And | said that day that come what

; may “I'li .
They say behind a famous man there y Tiiove you til die.

lurks a worthy wife, As th'Industrial

Revolution
getting under way was

So p'rhaps it was because of me Jack

had i
success In life. My Jack was soon in great demand to

hel
He lost his sight in boyhood, but it P wiha suney

nev
er daunted him, Of roads and routes for transport, for

’ ha kn \
o ey ids-nesting with his ew each vale and hill,
s, he’ , he’d climb, he'd His natural se
' ) nse of co
swim, invaluable skill. ntours, an

He'd roam the countryside aro
) TY: a
. without a guide nd.




| staysd at home and cared for our
growing fam-i-ly

While roads spread out that Jack had
planned from Humber to the Des,

And then we came to Stockport while
a stratch of road was laid

Frorn Alderley to Wilmslow, and my
health began to fade.

And | left my Jack te rest in peace in
St. Mary's churchyard shade.

DOLLY METCALFE'S husband was
known as Blind Jack of
Knareshorough. He was Jack
Metcalfe who became famous in the
18th century as a surveyor of roads in
spite of being blind since childhood.

He and Dolly came to Stockport to
stay with a daughter while Meicalfe
was working on roads in this area.
Evidence of his work can be saeen
today in the bridge known as
Metcalte’s Bridge that takes the
Whaley Bridge to Macclesfield road
across the Todd Brook at
Kettleshuime. Dolly died during their
stay in Stockport and is buried in St.
Mary's churchyard. After an
unsuccessful attempt to go into the
cotton trade in Stockport, Metcalfe
returned to Yorkshire where he died
in 1810 at the age of 93.

{Lives of the Engineers by Samuel
Smiles; Blind Jack of Knarsborough
by Garry Hogg; Stockport Ancient and
Mocdern by Henry Higinbeotham).

In memory

At harogate n “York

wife of Jolin Metcal
who died April 2™ (778
aged 61 years-

now my” Body lies under this stone 1o you
Ive. [EFr he’HIND - I¢s sure fo be you
when in dust will fie, the same as me 1
care in nime To obtain a Rappy fate and
dont ne ]ecr for fear it may be tvo fate
lﬁ ou | sr come thes¢ finesrosee

. prepalrm time 1o follow me -

of Dorcge{{iv

ire. 1 was Born But
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In response to "From Arkefrith to Howard Metcalfe”
{Mecca News 38)

The Earliest Metcalfe’'s - Fact and
Fiction

This article is written parily in reply to
Mr Howard H. Metcalfe’'s exiract
“From Arkefrith to Howard Metcalfe
995-1892" which appeared in issue
as.

It was a matter of concern to see a lot
of historical and other inaccuracies
being presented as fact, when simple
chacking with reference books would
have avoided this. To take the points
in turn:

t. The first Metcalie did not come to
England with Canute, as the name
did not exist until about two hundred
years later.

2. | can find nao reference to Arkefrith -
do other readers have information?
According to Speight's “Craven and
NW Yorkshire Highlands® of 1892 (not
always historically reliable) there was
an Arkyl, a great Danish nobleman,
whoe was Lord of Dent befora the
Conquest, but his great-grandson
Torfin held the land round Dent at the
time of the Conquest.

3. Even if there Is a dent in Denmark,
the name Dent in Yorkshire almost
cortainly has ils origins in Celtic
times, perhaps a thousand years

12

before the time of Canute (cf Old Irish
“dind”, a hill}, though the first record
of the name is "Denet” in 1202.

4. Dent and Sedbergh ars in the oid
West Riding not East Riding.

5. Canute cannot have given any land
to anyone after the Canquest in 1066,
having been dead for over 30 years.

6. in any case, according to the
Domesday Bock, 20 years after the
Conguest, Dent was stiil held by Earl
Alan, who received it from his relative,
Williarn the Conqueror. Alan does not
appear to have handed it to anyone,
still less to a conquered enemy Dane
or Englishman.

7. The Three Peaks of Yorkshira are
not called the Pennegent Hills, and
have no record of being called the
Three Calves (my family have lived in
this area for at least three hundred
years).

8. The Danish for hil! ls not “calfe".
The three Danish words for hill are
“brekke”, “banke™ and “bjerg”. There
is no record of a Danish “calfe” being
used in the past. “Caif(e) is often
used to refer to a place that is smaller
than another (cf the Cow and Calf
rocks near likdey), so it could refer to
a small hil indirectly, as in Middieton



Cait Top near Dent. The word
“calf(e}” is in fact from Old English or
Cid Norse, not Danish.

As for the rest of the extract, | have
no information on the heraldic items
but the heights of the Three Peaks
ara correct. We are {nearly) all just
amateur historians, by virtua of baing
family history researchers, and 1 do
not wish io belitlle other people’s
work. The point is that most of us
have struggled for years to get back a
few generations, but we make sure of
our facts, | Just wonder If Mr
H.H.Metcalfe's information cama from
a firm which specialisas in writing
‘instant” family trees containing
inaccurate and unverified informatian,
often at great cost. These firms do
oxist, especially in the US, and | think
our mambars should be aware of this.
| dont think it does any of us a
service to accept “instant® answers,
however attractive and romantic they
may be. | hope this will not be seen
as a personal affront to another
mamber, but | sincerely feel that
matters of fact should be corrected or
errors could be taken up and used by
other members.

The approach most to be
recommended seems to be that of Mr
D.M. {Michasl) Metcaif (Member No.
326) who, responding to a chailenge
about his views on the origin of the
Metcalles, has given us two
excellently researched articles {Issues

31 and 33) on the earliest Meicalfes,
He has gone 10 the published source
books, made an analysis and
presanted it with references to the
texts. | am not sure if other members
have commented on these articles,
but they seem to be just the sort of
material we should all be
summatising and putting in at the
start of ouwr own family histories as
background, instead of
unsubstantiated material from other
sources. Mr D.M.Metcalf is, | think, a
professional historian and has an
advantage with knowledge of
research methods and sources, but
even we amateurs can follow his
simpie example of taking nothing on
trust unless it is the original (or
transcribed) material, or unless the
author of the material quotes the
source,

| have iooked through ali the back
issues of Mecca News and have
found a bewildering collection of
contradictory statements about the
earliest Metcalfes. Can we all get
back to basics? Is it possible to make
a list of simple statements that are
not in dispute, or of reasonable
possibilities with a declaration of
degree of likelihood? Each document
would need to be followed by the
reference to the ORIGINAL. historical
source document. Ancther approach
is to list basic queries about the
earllest Metcaifes and their
environment. Perhaps the following
framework could start the ball rolling.
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Fact File about the earllest
Metcalfes

(partly based on D.M_Metcalf's
articles)

1. The origin of the name is very
much in dispute. The Middiston Calf
Top story may well be a myth. The
most fikely explanation is........(What
does Reaney's Dictionary of British
Sumames actually suggest?)

2. The eartiest authentic sighting of
the name is in ... {document)
(date)..and states...? Adam Medecalf
was killed at Dent in 12787 {(What is
the hard evidencea for William
Medecalf de Dent being Chisf
Forester for Wensleydale 1194-1200,
and great-grandfather of Adam
above?)

3. The other sarliest mentions of the
name are.....(list with sources, places
and dates).

4, The name did not “expand” from
Dent,

5. Aftar Dent, the name appears to
almost vanish from the records In the
early fourteenth century, with the fow
examples limited to Bainbridge.
These are.....{list).

6. The sarly pedigree of Melcalte of

Nappa relating fo the (supposed)
Metcaltes of Dent seems highly
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unreliable. The eardiest =cast-Iron”
ancestor of the Nappa family Is.....

7. The name had expanded in
Woensleydale in the later fourteenth
century, and was very danse by the
sixteenth century (examples).

8. The earliest signs of emigration
from Wensleydale are in ..... (date,
placs, document).

9. The dates of the earliest
appearance of the name in [a]
Swaledale, [b] Wharfdale, [c]
Nidderdale, [d] Ribblesdale, [s)
Airedale, [f} outside the Dales, [g}
outside Yorkshire are (date,
place, document).

10. The only definite descendants of
the Nappa family alive today are.....

11. To prove descent from Nappa
Hall, one weuld have to.....

These are only suggestions, and
apen to aleration of course. What do
other members think about setting up
an “Early Metcalfe Fact File” with the
source for the information always
quoted? | would suggest thal
D.M.Metcalf, if he is willing, might be
the person 1o start it up propery. | just
feel it would be reassuring for all of us
to have some firm, authenticated
statements fo make about the early
days, a kind of state-of-the-ant of
prasent knowledgs. Of course, if
someone came up with a discovery,



this would be incorporated in to the
Fact File, or cause an alteration to be
made. 1 hope this is a reasonable
suggestion, and | welcome
comments, criticism, etc.

In the meantime can anyone answer
any of the Fact File questions above?
Has anyone got access to W.G.& C.
Metcalfe's “Records of the Family of
Metcalfe” {could Mecca News print
the introduction}? Can we honestly
trust the information given in Thomas
Metcalf’'s “Medecalf® book if the
sources are not quoted by the
author?

A final thought - reading through the
entire back issues has really brought
home the incredible amount of work
done by the Committee and other
Society officials. The annual fee is a
paltry sum to pay for this sheer effort
and expertise. We owe them all a
huge dabt.

Peter Metcalfe (member 31)

Dear Peter,

Thank you for your kind note of the
ist. Ot course | take no offence at
your enclosed note - it is for this sort
of interaction that | joined the Society,
and it is a pieasure to me that
someone has taken the trouble fo
respond to the excerpt from my book,
Thank you for your effort.

Rest assured that | have never paid

an “ancestry firm” for any Information
contained within the excerpt.
Howevaer, in other cases, | have paid
certified, professional researchers in
Salt Lake City, Utah, where the main
LDS (Mormon) genealogical files
reside, to wverify and/or extend
information taken from other source
documents. This is notably true when
| required copies of birth, marriage
and death certificates, deeds, records
of service, wills, etc., which related to
ancestors of the more recent
generations {e.g. post-1600°'s)

Now to your specific points.

#1: The reference to the “first
Metcalfe™ was not meant {o be taken
literally as the one whao first bore the
name; rather it was to the first
ancestor of such who could be found.

#2 and #3: The excerpt as printed in
the News did not include the
footnotes in the book that | had
onclosed. The relevant footnotes
wers:

1. The genealogical material for this
generation was taken from tha
following sources: “Meticalfe
Families®, William and Mary College
Quarterly, 1st series, V (1896}, 10-15;
Isaac Meicalle, Metcalf Genealogy
(Cleveland: The Imperial Press,
1898), 3-8; Mary Cousins McCabe,
Some Early Settlers (St.Louis
Moinester Printing Co., n.d.), 43-44,

15

and a privaté communication from
Robert Dale Metcalfe.

2. There is also a hill called the “Calf
Mountain™ (2,220 feet) north of the
Pennegent Hills. It is the chief height
in a group of steep green hills deaply
troughed with V-shaped valleys,
covering the country between
Sedbergh, Tebay and Kirkby
Stephen.

In addition, my cover lstter to the
News included the caveat:

Of course, the earliest portion of the
lineage will be in dispute, as most
records of that era tend to be
unreliable.

And In the preface to the boak, |
noted with regard to Arkefrith and
subsequent generations that:

A caveat - only a portion of the
lineage can be considered “proven”,
that is, ‘established according to a
prependerance or greater weight of
the evidence available’. The earlier
portions of the ancestry are taken
only from published but tenuous
pedigrees and await substantiation (if,
indeed, pre-1600 substantiation
is possible) through examination of
official and other source records,

The “Arkyl, a great Danish nobleman,
who was Lord of Dent before the
Conguest,” to whom you referred was
shown in my sources as the son of

Arkefrith, probably born circa 1030,
and it was noted in my excerpt to the
Society that “Arkendale, otherwise
calied Arkilgarthdale or
Arkengarthdale, an extansive forest
land [at that time} was named after
Arkell.”

The excerpt alsa noted that this Arkell
had at least two sons, Robert de
Arkilgarth and Gospatrick, probably
born circa 1060, and that Gospatrick
had a son Dolfin, probably born circa
1090. On the following page (not
sent), the book notes that Dolfin had
two sons, Torin (whom you also
noted as the great-grandson of Arkell)
and William. William, the perinent
one in the lineage, probably born
cirea 1120, would probably be the
Wiliam fil Maldred or the William
Medecalie de Dent referred to in
Thomas Metcaife’s book, ‘Medecalle’,
since | have William's son as Richard
(died 1232}, and Richard's son as
Adam de Dent {(died 1252), and
Adam's son as Adam de Madecalfe
de Dent (died 1278 in combat), and
so on in concerl with ‘Msedecalfe’. So
my poor sources indicate that the
Willlam above was descended from
the Danes rather than the Saxons
and British as Thomas Metcalfe has
it. How | wish Thomas Metcalfe had
annotated his text with sources! Short
of that and further research to which
we all look forward, one could
conjecture either path, though i rather
enjoyed Thomas Metcalle’s journey
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since it leads back to Cerdic as well
as the early Kings In Scotiand!

#4. Dent and Sedbergh were shown
in the Westem portion of the North
Riding, as stated in the excerpt, in a
very old map to which | referred,
which no doubt was in error. My
apologies to the current residents,

#5. The conquest (small capital) to
which | referred was that of 1016, not
1066. 1 apologise for the poor choice
of words. Even we colonials know to
what the Conquest refers!

#6: The reference to Ean Allen is not
substantiated, and should not have
been inciuded in the book, unless the
source was refering to an earier
Allen, first Earl of Richmond.

#7: | apologise for not further
researching the reference to the
Pennegent Hills, rather than the
Threa Peaks of Yorkshire, and to the
Three Calves. You, more than
anyone, certainly know what the
neighbourhood is and was called!

#8: | accept your derivation of the
word cali{e) as Old English {perhaps
Frisian7}, rather than Danish. But it
still would seem likely that the noun is
the origin of calfe in Metcalte, even in
your reflections about the Cow and
Calf rocks near lkley and Micdleton
Calf Top near Dent - isn't conjecture
fun?
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Again, let me assure you that | have
never and would never use a
digreputable *instant” family tree firm,
But ceriified, established and
respected professional researchers
do figure in my efforts from time to
time (although not in this case}.

| agree wholeheartedly about your
suggestions about a “Fact File about
the earllest Metcalfes™. And | agree
too with your question, “can we
honestly trust the information given in
Thomas Metcalfe's ‘Medecalfe’ book
it the sources are not quoled by the
author?” If you have the time, | would
enjoy reading your thoughts about
that book.

| enclose for your reference copies of
letters to the Society of 7 November
1992 and 30 January 1993. The
former covered the excerpt; the latter
is my *hirth brief" proven, as noted,
only 1o John Metcaife | {¢c.1680 nr.
Richmond, Yorkshire - 1751 Fauguier
County VA) and his wife Diana
Watkins (?-after 1765). | am also
forwarding a copy of this istter to the
News Editor so that my errors will be
appropriately noted.

With warmest regards, | am

Respectfully yours,
Howard H. Metcalfe

And again....

I found Howard's story fascinating,
hair-bristling stuff, even though It
appeared to challenge my preferred
nickname darivation.

But does it? Perhaps not. On
reflaction, the H.H.M. saga can sit
happily with this theory, or the
location derivation {Meat-calf or Mid-
calf).

However that may be, the best news
for me herse was the spscific
information in Howard's article -
Arkefrith was given by Canute ‘a fract
in Craven, 12 miles S.E. of Dent'.
This directien, if accurate, brings us to
Studfold, Horton-in-Ribblesdale. This
placenams has clear connoiations of
stockbreeding, a skill | believe at the
root of the Melcalfe surname.

Incidentally, can any member throw
light on the history of the Craven Hunt
which, according to one
encyclopedia, is in Berkshirel Why
should | be interested? Because my
great grandmother Jane Allinson was
the sister of James Raine Metcalfe,
head gardenar at Swinton Park,
Masham around the turn of the
century, and James’ wile Annie was
born in Berks. around 1844.

Best wishes,

Terry Allinson

DEED OF COVENANTS

Thank you to all our members who
have covenanted their subscriptions,
our first repayment of Income Tax has
been recsived in the sum of £54.56.

f you ask any member who has
taken out a Deed of Covenant in
respact of their subs they will tell you
it is completely painless, afier all
‘covenant’ only means ‘promise’ and
you are going to pay your subs
anyway, so you have nothing to lose
and the society can only gain. Please
think about it.

Only payments made AFTER the
deed |Is dated are covenanted, so if
you have already paid this year's
subs it is too late to Covenant them,
but you can compiete a form to
covenant next year's subs, do it now
s0 you don't farget,

Once you have covenanted your
subs, remember they are due on the
31st January and should be sent in
the usual way to our Treasurer, not to
me, and must be paid before the 5th
April following, so that 1 can inciude
them in our claim to repayment of tax.
1 will shorlly be sending green forms
R185 to all our covenanting members
- please complete and return them fo
me as soon as possible.

Thank you again,

Valerie Melcalfe - Deed of
Covenant Secretary
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From M501
Dear Mr. Metcalfe,

) am writing to say how much | have
enjoyed reading *Ancther year in the
life of Wiliam Metcalfe’ in the latest
edition of the Mecca News. My 3x
great-grandfather was George
Sheppard, who was a contemporary
of William Metcalfe (his dates were
1756-1809) and lived only a few miles
from Bagby at Coxwold. He was a
farmer who liked to describe himselt
as ‘gentleman’ and at the time of his
death was agent to Thomas Edward
Wynn Belasyse of Newburgh Priory.
He was Churchwarden at Coxwold for
a time and was one of the Jurors and
Constables’ at Old Byland. Like
William, he evidently made fraquent
visits 10 York and a surviving letter
shows him to be on friendly terms
with his wine merchant, Mr. Burnell.
William and George must have lad
very similar lives.

Whan, tharefore, | read in the latest
extract from Willam Metcalfe’s
Journal that he had visited Mr.
Pierson in Coxwold, | felt as though
we had a mutual acquaintance. The
Rev. Robert Pierson, M.A. was the
Minister at the neighbouring village of
Husthwaite and Archdeacon of
Cteveland as weli as being the Master
at Coxwold Grammar School until his
death in 1805. He had close
connections with the Sheppard family
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for not only had he officiated at the
marriage of George at Carlton in
Husthwaite in 1781, his daughter
Jane married George’s eldest son
John, only to die in childbirth four
yoars later, Although | have no direct
evidence, | strongly suspect that John
and his brother George (who went on
to become a solicitor and was my
great-great-grandfather) were taught
by the Rev. Pierson. When his widow
died in 1822 she left bequests of £50
each to George and his twin sister
Eleanor.

Although not strictly Metcalfe news, |
hope that this may be of interest to
your readetrs.

Yours sincerely,

Margaret Wigglesworth

The Yorkshire Journal

Peter Metcalfe, see letter re Alkefrith,
has aiso sent us iInformation
regarding a new journal which is just
about to be published. Called the
"Yorkshire Journal® 1t will be
published four times per year at a
cost of £2.95 per issue. It aims to
produce a "sefious but entertaining
and informative journal on all topics of
Yorkshire life, history, culture and
folklore,

More details from:
Smith Settle Ltd., likley Rd.
Otley W.Yorks LS21 3JP

i
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Early Metcalf Emigrants to Nova Scotia
by Denny Gibson

Recession is not a iwentieth century
phenomena. Many members will be
aware of the mass migration from the
Yorkshire Dales to mid-west America
from the 1830's onwards. How many
realise there was a large movement
of population, from Yorkshire to Nova
Scotia, predominantly in the 1770's?

The early 1700's had been fairly
affluent as England made the most of
her trade links with the ‘New World'.
Agriculture had been profitable and
thera had been a widespread
tendency for the squirearchy to
improve their estatas. Farmsteads

wera rebuilt or drastically
‘modernized’. The ‘four-square’
design ot many Yorkshire

farmhouses, date from renovations or
rebuildings carried out from the early
to mid 1700's. Large areas of
common pastures were enclosed,
often to be added to existing farms, in
order to command a higher rent. Like
all good things, it had to end! Various
factors were, as always, invoived but
by the 1770’s, agriculture was feeling
the effects of depression. Struggling
to pay their rent, farmers cut their
labour force. The labourers, many of
whom had lost their right to graze the
odd cow and a few sheep on the
common pastures, were destitute. No
doubt it was this that enticed many of
them to make what must have been a
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very brave step into the unknown,
across the ‘Gert Dub’, as the Atlantic
was nicknamed. The movement
probably started with the penniless,
who had nothing to lose, but they
were soon joined by tradesmen and
farmars.

Ships passenger lists, carrying these
voyagers, show that a huge number
showed their reason for emigrating as
“l saving as rent is too high”, “Leaving
to find a better life®, “uneconomic
rent”. Many were non-conformists,
there is evidence that because of
animosity and discrimination against
oarly foliowers of John Wesley and
other radica! religious reformers,
many converts left for Nova Scotia.
Ralph Siddail, a brother of one of my
gr x4 grandfathers, sailed from Hull in
1773 on the Albion. His wife and
three children followed a year later.
He was a wheelwright by trade and
was almost certainly an eatrly convert
o Wasley’s mathodism.

Not all were short of money, some
were quite affluent and ware
entreprensurs, seeing it as an
opportunity for investment.

Some emigrants left fram Liverpool.
JAMES METCALF, aged 66, and his
son JAMES junior, 27, both devout
Methodists and skilled in agricuiture,
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sailed from Live
March 1772 aboﬂ;?gl "c:n the 16th bring her to Fort Cumberland
York. JAMES. sonor N e ‘Duke of far end of the Bay of Fundy .na:)tt the
Heads, nea;r Ha;vnid left Eppy from the METCALF’S farm, He m.vofi:‘dr
Yorkshire. His son h);'d "':g:: ;‘n:aet her if she sent him word of flller
mﬂloyed by Thomas Wilkinson at tended sailing.
Eon ;)n.H:l::’:t tv;:elva miles south of ANNE did as she was bid and left h
arrival JAMéS our months after native parish of Sutton on Forest ?r
fiancee, ANNE (junior) wrote 1o his join JAMES METCALF, the foll wing
dangnter from- Hae e famer's year. They married n the crude
who aiso workoduf:; !:earw I':J'I(arton. ghurch within the stockade of It:ort
. 6c e Wilkinson Cumberland ,
:;;nlie};o'z;le surviving letter telis her of premature de:t?zd :::forz JAMES
had manaenzl {Jrospects and that he produced a I'arge yfaar:1si| jater
own plusgae fe:; br:z 207 acres of his METCALFS. ANNE and her faro;;
L re acres he had carried
bo i on farming. ;
hagg:l;ul:dp;gnershup \n:rlh others. He such a young famil?. s:: egg:t?;t w;t;
o one another l;?gl;lem Bnél'lllcl’l_'alfy kind hard work and difficulties, but ?r:ey
' ndians”. He survived and "
tel oo an S .
:args tll‘:;stgstte:?:r:‘g L: 'hgalmm:grams ANNE was la’::io tr:ae rergst E:I?Jr:;:ilclit
r ptists, but JAMES METCA
says * y LF, o
Pr::chelrfs E?nemtooﬁ Metgodist the Maccon River m:";fhemi?:: kfio?r:
ova Scotia, thei t !
mz‘gmof aI:,l denominations mt:zi ol naitve Yorkshirs.
me him". He obviously Source of ion:
:);:grec:atec‘lj At.he new found feligiou: Information:
rance. JAMES METCALF'S only !- "Vo
- y 1. "Voyagers to the West
ﬂ;mrl:?r:;“d\:as about the *mosquittos”. Bailyn and Barbara bgﬁ::::;d
Hedroal n ’ ANNE of her promise to Published 1986 in New York by Alfred
husbandapo :9 promises to be a kind Knops. The authors of the above
foi e o er. He tells her not to DOOK quote their source as “Thomton
pionty of Yorianie fathere will bo Lodge, comp. “The Metcalfe
her on meorksmm folk travelling with Family” genealogy in Webster
bring & bu voyage. He asks her to Collaction 7001/347", | presume thi
o g a bushel of four specific kinds of Is @ document in Canada °
o T '
ry by "aying It like a pillow in 2 My own research into the
i
your bed". He advised her o sail trom 'amily of Wensley parish. Sldal

Liverpool saying the vessel would Denny Glbso
n
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British Isles Genealogical Register

From the Federation of Family History Information on FFHS Project

Societies
Dear Editor, produced Members’ Interests
) _ Directories in which members have

At the Federation Councii meeling peen able to ‘advertise’ the tamilies
held in Worcester last September, it they are researching, hoping that
was agreed to support the above others, interested in the same names,
project. The application forms, for would be able to axchange
inclusion with society journals, will be jnformation. The same was true for
available in early April at the Norwich {he weli-known ‘County Families’
conference. Directories, produced by John P.

rkins, which v Ve
| aqclose a shont article axplain_ing 1.he ggpular and the %?oren?at:gn tr':ache%
project that | hope you will find gther afield with more subscribers
suitable for publication in your Spring han the local society booklets.
or Summer Joutnal, either to publicise
the project or to accompany the |t is now time to set up a national list
enclosed forms. Please feel free 10 of family names being researched by
odit and 1o include my name and family historians to complement the
address as contact for any queries 18 present sysiem of county / society /
regional directories to which only a

For many years societies have

forms, etc.

, comparative few contribute. The
Best wishes Federation of Family History Societies
Carol McLee, Federation '; ;ﬁ;’;“gﬁ\; 5::’;:::;?925‘ i:“ :::
Projects Co-ordinator British Isles - to be known as The
3 The Green British Isies Genealogical Register'.

. : it will be open to everyone, not just
Kiridevington members of family history societies.
Yarm There are hundreds of people out

there wha are content o do their own
Cleveland TS15 SNW thing and do not wish to belong to a
society, or are totally ignorant of the

Engtand fact that such things as family history

societies exist and soO cannot
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appraciate the give and take of
information that is available. I've seen
the surprise on some faces when
told!

The application forms will be made
available to local history societies,
record offices, librarles and family
history societies throughout the U.K.
Family historians living outside the
U.K. with ancestral roots in the British
Isles will also be invited to contribute.

Each entrant submits their research
hames with places and dates for a £1
fee per form which will cover the
operating costs of the project. Unlike
other directories, the ‘'British Isles
Genealogical Register’ will be
available in county sections - eg the
Yorkshire section will contain
Yorkshire interests only, thus helping
family historians to concentrate their
interests  within one county. This
should Increase the possibilities of
family contacts’, and enable them to
select only the counties in which they
are interested. Scotland, ireland &
Wales will be treated as countries in
three separate sections. The entres
for each county wiil be given free to
all the societies of that county as hard
copy or micro-fiche. Each society will
be free to publish the information as a
book or on micro-fiche, or hold it as a
referral index for their area, as it
wishes.

The Federation of Family History
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Socleties invites you to register the
sumames you are researching in the
British Isles. In this way, you can
make your interests known to
thousands of other family historians -
world wide.

i YOU have family interests scattered
over counties in England, Ireiand,
Scotland, Wales & the Channel Isles
you could have your entries
publicised in ALL cf themn. This is an
opportunity not to be missed. Watch
out for the BIG Ri

From Josl Birkbeck, USA
Dear Nina,

I would search for any iwig that has
dropped from anyone’s Metcalfe tree,
throughout the SS Death Indexes, in
all fifty states. This gives d.o.b. (not
place), date and place of death and
Zip Code to where the last benefits
were paid. This could give you
addressas for next of kin and with the
88N one could obtain death
certificate for name of spouse. The
Zip Code is useful o write to the
public library in the town mentioned,
for Voters lists and phone numbers
for that streetlocation. Search free of
charge, printouts ara 2 1/2p each! 16
antries per sheet. If a full Christlan
name is looked for the entry takes up
a whole sheet. 160 names = 10
sheets (postage about £1).

There’s also ‘Phonedisc’, 250 names,
addresses, phone numbers and Zip
Codes, even LABELS are provided
{not an LDS facility} for £10. Useful
for a one namer.

Kind regards,
Josi Birbeck

Josi also sends this article from the
February issue of “Yankee". Does
anyone know of Emeline Metcaif?

| have acquired 25 diaries of George
M. Wadsworth {b.1836, m.Emeline
Metcalf, 1861, sons: Elmer, Alvah)
that | am transcribing. The diaries
include daily entries dated from 1857
{o 1893. Unfcrtunately there are gaps
in the sequence of the journals that
suggest some are missing. | hope to
contact descendants of George's only
swrviving son, Alvah, to locate and
copy the last of the diaries. Alvah
moved to Seattle, Washington in
1892, then to Denver, Colo., where
he married Annabel; his last known
address (according to a family will)
was 412 Cooper Building, Denver.

Gail Lembo,
221 Pond Strest, Franklin, MA 02038

James Metcaife Dobson
strikes a familiar note!

From M442
Dear Editor,

How | envy the recent member to
your Society who has been able to
establish quite clearly his Metcalfe
lineal descent to some time prior to
1389. | am one of the many who have
difficulty tracing descent prior to 1837
when registration of births, marriages
and deaths became a compulsory
civil requirement. Over the past few
years through the assistance of an
excellent service of films obtained
through the Church of the Latter Day
Saints at a small cost | have worn my
eyesight very thin in the scrutiny of
parish records and bishops
transcripts to some time after 1538,
when the keeping of parish records
was imposad by the State upon the
ecclesiastical authorities. | have
searched through the parish records
mentioned by my mother as
connected with the Metcalfe family
but have not been able to come
across any direct link leading to a
claim that my forebears were th_e
illustrious Sir James or Sir
Christopher or Sir Thomas of Nappa
and even before them that Adam
Motcalie of Middle Tongue might
have been my clan chieftain. All very
frustrating.
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i would have helped of course had
my mother not thrown out the family
Bible when she last changed her
residence, and it would undoubtedly
have assisted me further if as a child |
had paid greater attention to her
stories of heritage, which
unfortunately | associated with
bedtime fairy tales. As it is | have now
had to rely on the ability ot
ecclesiastical clerks to maintain
exacting records. Some of them knew
their responsibilities and gave
detailed account, leading from one
name to a previous one and even
further back, - the parish of Thornton
Watlass | seam to remember was of
that nature, whereas the parish
records of East Witton,
Spennythorne, Patrick Brompton
merely contained the scantiest of
names. What | have been able io
astablish however is the migratory
movement of the Metcalfe tamily from
Upper Wensleydaie in one direction
across the moors to Swaledale, in
another direction across the moors to
Nidderdale. And yet again to
Wastmorefand and finally down the
Ure dale fowards the plain of York. It
appears that these migrations, no
d.oubt prompted by aconomic
circumstances, occured at precise
historical times. It would be a fruitful
field for any student of socia change
fo investigate the causes. But when
the migrations occurred Metcalfes
appeared like mushrooms in parish
tecords for a generation or two,

Johns, James, Thomas, Christophers
married and produced Elizabeth,
Jane, Mary and Ann. How with
certainly and a great deal of
speculation can | pinpoint which of
several similar names was the one
from whom | am descended. During
my fravels in various parts of the
world | have come across the family
Name in many countries - Canada,
the USA, S.Africa and now Australia
{I have not yet made New Zealand).
All | can say is that we share a
common origin somewhere on the
bleak Yorkshire moors of
Langstrothdale Chase. But how did
we get there, and from where?

Yours faithfully,
James Metcalfe Dobson

From M30

In a letter to our Secretary, Nina,
Clarence Metcalte makes the
following request. He iIs a stamp
collector and wonders whether there
are other members with a similar
interest. He would lke to "swop"
bundles of British stamps for similar
bundles of Canadian stamps.

If anyone is interested please contact
Ciarence direct. His address is:

83-3691 Albion Rd. S
Gloucester, Ontario KIT IP2 Canada

Stanley Metcalfe, another committee member

An only child of James Metcalfe and
Amy Lush, born in Lancaster in
November 1928, 1 perhaps more than
a member of a larger family have
sought the company of cousins, aunts
and uncles, and have snjoyed the cut
and thrust of an extended family
connaction.

| heard about the Metcalfe Society
froom a Richard Metcalfe who is a
fellow member. | was drawn to him by
having the same sumame. This was
my first contact with the society and
the name was the bond between us.

Until just over a year ago | did not
know that the Meicalfe Society
existed. | had heard about other
tamily organisations or clans but not
of the Metcalfe's.

In this past year | have come to know
something of the hard and dedicated
work put in by the founding members
of our society. When one considers
the amount of time taken to collate
the information on Births, Marriages
and Deaths; to put them in order and
commit them to computer disks, to
corraspond with and try to increase
our membership; to communicate
with and encourage other family
socielies...it is truly remarkable what
the founders and present members of
our committea have accomplished in
the few years since our foundation.

What, however, of the future? The
more information we are able to
obtain and process the further and
better we will be able to progress.
This means that we nesd more and
more Metcalfes to send in details of
their family connections together with
notable events from their family
histories. | would like to see members
allocated areas and then send up-
to-date reports on events featuring
Metcaifes which appear in local
newspapers etc. From the information
gathered in this way we could
maintain a centralised, constantly
updated file which in years to come
will prove valuable to our members.

My vision is of the Metcalfe Society
pulsating with vitality.... not only
recording the past... but planning and
creating a great future for this great
family of ours.

Could it be, for example, that among
our members there is someone who
could produce a video cassette of our
family history which could be
profitably marketed?

While our fellowship affords interest
ard enjoyment wa must never forget
that our researches are an obligation
laid on us by Metcalfes yet to come.

Stanley Metcalfe



BEDALE POLICE CHARGE
BOOK

The question arose in my mind, who
were ELIZABETH and ANN
METCALF(E)? Waere they sisters/

Northallerton County Records Office- relatives or had there beon a clerical

Microfilm No. 1681

| recently allowed myself to be very

pieasantly sidetracked

error with only one unfortunate
METCALFE Jady involved but her
Christian name wrangly entered in the

in records? If they were two different
Northallerton CRQ, the other day.

people, they lived very close to each

The above book covers the years other and perhaps it was little wonder
1857 to 1870. Bedale Court appears that Wm Milligan got into arrears, if
fo have had jurisdiction over a faily he was supporting more than one
wide area as cases are included from liegitimate child. Holtby consists of a
Masham, Constable Burton, Kirby Hall and a fow cotiages, close by the
Fleetham, Carthorpe, etc. There is an western side of the A1 between
index of a sort - it lists all the names Catterick & Leeming/Bedale.

that appear in the Charge Book but

Salutation was almost certainly the

does not give the page numbers or Salutation Inn, which used to stand
case numbers, so it is nat easy to find almost on the side of the A1, just east

any one particular case. Howaver,
needless to say, | did not browse long
before the name METCALFE jumped
from the page, e.g. :-

“Willlam Miligan of Richmond for
disobeying a Bastardy Order due to
ELIZABETH METCALFE of
Salutation. Paid arrears of 18/-d. plus
costs, 28th April 1857,

I was somewnhat surprised to come
across another entry 5 years later:-

“Willlam Milligan, 32, general deaier
of Richmond, for disobeylng a
Bastardy Order due to ANN
METCALF, single woman, of Holtby,
Paid arrears and expaenses, 20th
January 1862",

of Holtby. Perhaps a check of the
ragisters of Kirby Flestham and
Homby, the parishes either side of
the A1, in this vicinity, might reveal
mors. In the meantime, | can give a
list of the METCALFE names listed at
the beginning of the charge book -
saveral of them appear in the book on
numerous occasions! If you have a
METCALFE link in the Bedale area,
with any of the following Christian
names, you could spend a very
absorbing day with the Police Charge

Metcalfes who appear on charges in
the above book were:- Thomas, John,
James, William, Timothy, George,
Anthony, Ellick, Jonathan and
Richard.

Denny Gibson

A Plea for Help

We should be obliged if you could
please find a space in Meoca Nows
for a ‘Plea for Help’. Drawing up a_
glossary of *Metcalie Place ljlames
for our branch of the family, we
cannot frace 8 out of a total of 184,
probably farms, small manors,
hamlets or crofts in North Yorkshire or

Cumbria we expect. Any help with
any or ali of the following would be
welcomed - map reference or
distance and direction from a larger
town would be appreciated.

1. Caerwen

2. Carthem

3. Combetheyfock (could this be
Cumdirock in Cumbria NY3549; 5
miles E of Wigton?)

4. Dalriata (thought to be an area in
SE Scotland a thousand years ago.)

5. Goscroft

6. Gostcroft

7. Henley Mills

8. Hertlington in Craven

Thank you,
Norah and John Robinson

(addrass in next column opposite)

An Ofter of Help
From M3

Dear Editor,

in common with, | hope, many
mambers of the Metcalfe Society, my
family iree spreads all over the
country and the U.S.A. | am unabl_e to
spend much time in the various
County Record Offices. However |
live close o London and Kew and go
to the P.R.O. sevaral times a year.

Could | ask if any member will be
interastad in a reciprocal arrangement
for both Metcalfe and non-Metcalfe
research? Currently | am looking tor
information in Gloucestershire and
Westmoreland as well as
Northallerton. | have an arrangement
with peopie in the US.A., their
Interests are Durham and Glamorgan
so | would like to include these as

well.

Who knows what the P.R.O, holds_ -
land records, census, non-conformist
recards, However it must lbo
understood that | only get limited
time. Any ideas?

George Buxton
1 Norton House, 26 Chester Rd.,

Holmes Chapel, Crewe, Cheshire
CW47 DP
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ACROSS.
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1} pparently the Metealfes are f

b el ! ¢ fweons for ooe (1,6},
13) Bidden Secret,,, of the "o Deans Im’

1) Wt it's 411 aoat. s
15} The aldest house is Northallerten 5,3},

17} The terrible of Dent.

18] Where there®s x __ there's s my

20) Whee 2 Roral Flover place gets roots {3,4).
21) Yemwe is g mot.. {5.,7).

27] Who stole Barron’s braces? {5,9).

15} Tarkshire Sloom {5,4).

29

HIIIIIIIE

DOWN. ..

1} Bost bave barked op the wreng ane.

2} Teu cam recognise ¢ mesber by this.

3) the Journal of the Netcalfe Suciety (5,4).
4) B good place for 4 wizks (5,4),

5) Ildest sm.

10) 12 foot down was Methley's solution te this probles (4,9),

11} charles wonldn’t be without bis.
12] e Nizs (3,4},
i:; ;ﬂmﬁ tIiJ:.:.nnt l::: to this is 1673 {§,3).
ike somethi stud i
20) it of foms, oftbouse ,.{L‘T"""“’ i
23} Metealf information shests,
) Trees are oftes fumd in it.
% Tasty et of the Metcalim,

! SOME USEFUL ADDRESSES AFFILIATED TO THE FEDERATION OF

FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETIES

Society of Genealogists Mr A J Camp BA, 14 Charlerhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, Londan, EC1M 7BA.
Inst of Heraldic and Genealogica! Studies Dr GM Swinfigld,Northgate, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1BA,
Braciord FHS Wrs J Walsh, 8 Coales Terrace, West Bowiing, Bradiord, W. Yorks BD5 7AB.

Caiderdale FHS Mra | Walker, 61 Gleanings Avanue,Norion Tower, Halitax, W Yorks, HX2 ONU.
Cloveland FHS Mr A Sampson, 1 Oxgang Glose, Redcar, Cleveland, T510 4ND.

Cumbria FHS Mrs M Russall, 32 Granada Road, Denton, Manchagiar, M34 20LJ.

Doncaster SFH Mrs J B Grundy, 5 The Brow, Bracks, Rotherham, S. Yorkshire, 565 3HP.

Huddersfield & District FHS Mrs M Bowers, 31 Kingshead Road, Mirfiskd, W, Yorks, WF14 95J.
Lancashire FH & HS Mrs D Frankcom, 183 Bolton Street, Ramsbotiom, Lancs BLO 9JD.

Manchester & Lancs FHS Mrs L Smith, Clayton House, 59 Piccadily, Manchestar, M1 2A0.
Northumberiand & Durham FHS Mr J Ashburner, 10 Melrose Close, Jammow on Tyna, NE32 4HP.

Ripon, Harogate & District FHG M@ P M Litton, 2 Florance Road, Harmogats, N Yorks., HG2 OLD.
Shaffield & District FHS Nrs E Perking, 24 Withens Avanue, Sheffieid, 56 1WE.

Yorks Arch Soc (F&PS Section} Mrs § Skalton, cio Y.AS., Claremont, 23 Clarendon Road, Leeds LS2 SNZ.
East Yorkshire FHS Mrs E Tariton, 67/68 Southgate, Homsea, Hull, HU18 1AL.

City of York & District FHS Mrs M Vasiey, Ascot House, Chany Tree Avenug, Newton upan Ouse, York

Record Offices and Libraries

Borthwici Instituta St. Anthony's Hall, Peasholm Grean, York YO1 2PW Tal. 0904 - 430000
Bradiord Central Ubrary Princes Way, Bradford BD1 1NN Tel. 0274 - 753600

Bradtord District Archivea 15 Canal Road, Bradiord BD1 4AT Tel. 0274 - 731831

Loeds Central brary Wesigats Laeds Tel. 0532 - 478282

Leads District Archives Chapeitown Rd., Sheepscar, Loads LS7 3AP Tal. 0532 - 628339
LDS Church Library Vesper Rd., Leeds Tel. 0532 - 585207

North Humberside Archives County Hall Baveriey HU17 SBA Tal. 0482 - 867131

North Yorkshire County [lbrary, {Reierence} 1 Thicsk Rd., Northalierion Tel. 0609 - 776271
Norih Yorkshire Record Office Malpas Rd., Northalledon Tal. 0609 - 780780

Otiey Museum The Civic Centre Boroughgate Otiey 0043 - 461052

Wost Yorkshine Record Office Newstead Rd., Waketeld WF1 2DE Tal. 0924 - 290290

Yorkshire Archasological Society Claremest clam'ldunnd..ueqh LS2 9NZ Tel. 0532 - 456362
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES i

President : Mr John Holden, 49 Brooklands Road, Towneley,Bumley,Lancs,BB11 3PR.
Chaimmag : Mr Charles S. Metcalfe, 28 South Road, Hayling lsland,Hants,PO11 9AE.
Vice Chair. Mrs Diane Howarth, Craggley Cottage, 242 Chestnut Ave, Stoneham,
Eastleigh, Hants, SO5 3HN.

Secretary : Mrs Nina E. Benson, 29 Skelton Road, Langthorpe, Boroughbridge, York,

N Yorks. YOS5 9GD. (0423-324018).
Treasurer : Mrs Margaret Metcalfe, 17 Duxbury Street, Earby via Colne,Lancs,
BBR 6RG. |
Editor : Mr Stuart Metcalfe, 31 Blake Hall Drive, Mirfield, West Yks,WF14 9NL ’

Committee : Mrs Vera Adams,2 Moorland Tem:Garforth, Leeds, West Yks,L825 1EJ.
. Mirs Carol Arkwright, School Farm, 1 Middleton Road, Overton,
Morecambe, Lancs. LA3 3HB.
: Mrs Denny Gibson, Hunter’s Hill,Crakehall,Bedale,Nth Yks,DL8 1LA
: Mr David Lambert, 22 Lime Grove, Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire,
WALS 6PJ.
< Mr Stanley Metcalfe, 364 Marine Rd East,Morecambe,Lancs,LA4 SAQ.
« Mr Warwick Metcalfe,6 High Street West,Uppingham,ieics,LE15 9QG

Newsletter Distribution

St Catherine’s House  : Miss Sara lllingworth, 87 Phyliss Avenue,

Index Coordinator. ’ New Malden, Sumrey, KT3 6LB.

Keeper of Computer Index and ; Mr Charles S. Metcalfe, sce above.

al! enquiries for same. : Include SAE or 2 IRCs with enquiries.

Lists and Copy Lists : Mrs Nina Benson, see above.

and Family Trees. : Include SAE or 2 IRCs.

Covenant Secretary @ Mrs Val Metealfe, “Toft”, 4 West End, Hutton Rudby,
Yanm, Nosth Yorks, TS15 0DJ.

Library & Sales Dept : Mrs Carol Arkwright, address above.

Publicity Dept : Mrs Denny Gibson, address above.

WE HAVE ONE CONSTANT RULE - IF PRE-PAID RETURN POSTAGE IS
NOT INCLUDED WITH ANY LETTER OR ENQUIRY THEN IT IS
ASSUMED THAT NO REPLY 1S EXPECTED.

Ducembar 1002 This meterial I copyright. Mo part of it may be reproduced or used
without the express written conesnt of the METCALFE SOCIETY.
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The MECCA MUSTER & A.G.M. Sa October 19%

1] ANNUAL GEN MEETIN At The College of Ripon & York St John, College Road, Ripon, Yorkshire.

—

The nearest train siation is al Harrogate from whare busas regularly go to Ripon.
Accomodation lists can be obtained from the Tourist Information Office,

Hoyal Balhs Assembly Rooms, Crescent Road, Hariogate. Price per Person is HOW 70 GIri

£9.50 T7IERE
To - The Secretary, Mrs Nina Banson,
29 Skelton Road, Langthorpe, HEHERH
Boroughbridge, York,
North Yorkshira. YOS 9GD
9.30 am t0 4.30 pm
Sand belore the 19t September 1893 Please.
| enclose payment for ...... places @ £9.50¢ach = £ .ccocerrn, R

for the 1993 Muster / AGM on Salurday 8th Ociober 1993

at The Callege of Ripon & York St John, Ripon, Yorkshire. Regi jon from

9.30 am,
Please maka your payment io 'The Metcalle Society’ and snclose a stamped
addressad snvelope if you raquite & raceipt. (Allin BLOCK GAPITALS please.) AGM as 10 am
FULL NAME Membership NUMDT ......... Lunch 1pm
ADDRESS Tea 3.30pm
Close 4.30pm.
HitHHH R
1 Lunch will be of
. three courses,
" | shall be accompanied by - : served ina
(Please give FULL names and state if Society Members or not. Non mambars are separate dining room. o
most welcoma but cannot 1ake n active part in the Annual Genaral Meeting .) Me2z
iHHEHH

Plenty of car parking space as the College.




