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The omset of spring with all its activities often brings
about new enthusiasms for genealogists, especially those who have
to travel some distance in order to carry out their research.

Mrs Helen Offer, of 'Far Fnd,' Chalkdock Iene, Itchenor,
Sussex, has done much to relieve some of the hard work for the
reat of us by compiling a Metcalfe Index. She gives & full ex-
plan~tion on the next page, and we are extremely grateful to her
for all her efforts. Already she hss been able fo help some
people and we hope meny more will be helped in the same way. Mrs
Offer is still collecting Metcalfe information and any new discov-
eries may be sent to her at the above address. Meny thenks Mrs Offer:

A sugpestion hes come from Mr David Galloway of Winchester
who informs us that the Mormon Index is updated every two vears,
the next time being September 1981, He says it is possible to ob-
tain photo copies of the entries at 25p for the firet page and 15p
for each subsequent page. 48 there are 200 pages of baptisms and
meorriapes for Yorkshire alone, a copy of these entries would cost
about £30. Mr Lembert suggests that members may be interested in
a proposal to purchase a copy of this informetion to be held by the
Society for reference purposes, and to be availeble to »11 members.
We should be pleased To know what members think about this idea.

Finally we would like to report that the Society has burst

into print in the form of a_report in the Yorkshire Evening Post
f{the Leeds newspaper), resulting in several enquiries and some

new members.
A wery happy Easter to all members.

LX&L Z ﬁﬁjﬁ.
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METCALFE INDEX

] As reported in the last Newsletter Mrs Helen Offer of
ltchgnor, Sussex offered to compile a Metcalfe Index from
the information sent %0 her by members.

She has sent the following account of how she has org-

anised the index and is anxious for still more information
from members.

As you will see she has already been able.to find links
between different people researching the name and hopes to be
able to help more people in this way.

~ Our very prateful thanks are due to Mrs Offer for under-
taking what must be a mammoth task.

THE METC ALFE INDEX

" Phe Index is arranged in three parts - 1) The family
pedigrees; 2) The names index; 3) The county index.

The family pedigrees are given a number and this number
is given in the top ripht hand corner of each card recording
those Metcalfes in the tree, and is also recorded on a card
giving the name and address of the compiler. The pedigrees
are kept in a box file, but if for any reason this or the ped-
igree should be mislaid or lost the information is thus with
the card index.

In the names index, the Metcalfes are arranged alphabet-
ically under the first forename in, as far as can be ascertained,
time sequence up to the present, For those with the fullest
information, the birth and death years are given on the top
line next to the name for ease of identification and research.
After this comes his work or profession; his parentage; full
date and place of birth/baptism; his marriage; his children;
and his death date and place of burial. If a will has been
found short details are entered and also any other information
very briefly.

On the cards only recording one entry, say in a parish
register, and which is not in any pedigree the letters P.R.
are put after the details of the entry are given, or if a
member submitting a pedigree has given this record his ped-
igree number with the letter 'N' indicating note is written on
the card. C.R. and year indicates it was a census return,

The county index is divided into the old counties, not
the recent new county divisions, with, at the moment, one
division for the rest of the world. The towns or villages are
arranged alphabetically and the details of the Metcalfes re-
corded in that place are precceded by the year date and are
limited to being able to identify that person in the general
index. - :

From this it will be seen that when lodging their ped~

. iprees, the more information the compiler is able to give,

the more likelihood of other researchers being able to trace
a lost ancestor or being able to add to the knowledge of the
whereabouts of a forebear at a certain time, is thus mu ch
greater.

. m instance of this is that from the very full pedigree

of Mr G.W. Buxton,, I was able Fo tell Mrs V., Mams that it
appeared. that her great, great, great, grandfather had gone to
Mmerica. QHowever‘as”she has found his grave in Askrigg church-
yard he had obviously returned. Two items adding to the know-
ledge of two compilers. o : A LD ’



mother instance, again from Mr Buxton's notes was his
recording of the grave of a James Metcalfe of Kirk Syke, 1879.
He has written to Miss Caryl Metcalfe with this information but
I was able to tell her of an entry in the census returns of
1851 for Linton of a James Metcelfe, farmer, whose wife and child
tallied with the information given on the tombstone, and thus
perhaps give her a lead for her further research.

50, please, members and compilers, as much information
about your Metcalfes as possible and also every Metcalfe you
find in registers, census returns, Mormon printouts, wills,
etc. ete., even if they have no connection with your family
tree. He may be someone else's long-lost forebear.

HELEN CFFER.

NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY RECORD OFFICE

It will be of interest to members researching at
Northallerton County Record Office in North Yorkshire to
learn that an admission charge must now be paid for 'cons-
ultation of any information in the search rooms.!

Below is some of the information from their leaf-
let No. SR 2 giving a list of charges.

Admission Charges For consultation of any information in
the search rooms there will be an admission charge of -

£1, 50p for a session or any part thereof
£2. 50p for a day

Fach day will be divided into two sessions at 1 pem. A
charge of £2.50p will be made for a visit which extends
into any part of two sessions in one day.

It is also necessary for all visitors to make app-
ointments to consult records. Visitors who do not have an
appointment will not normally be able to consult records.
Appointments can be made by telephéne - Northallerton (0609)
3123 ext. 455,

Appointments may normally be made for the following days
and times oas space allows - Mon, Tues. Thurs. 9.0am-4,50pm
Wed, 9.00 am - 8,50 pm
Fri, 9.00 am - 4,20 pm
The office will normally be closed for lunch. It will usually
be possible, however, for those who have been working in the
office during the morning and wish to continue working between
1.00 pm and 2,00 pm, tc make special arrangements to do so
with the search room staff, but it will not be possible to
order additional documents for comsultation dwring that
period.,

The office is closed &1l daySaturday.

CH/ANGE OF ADDRESS

Mre Pat Palmer has moved from Shrewshury to -
54, Douglas Drive, Douglas Park, Dunfermline, Fife. Ve
wish her every happiness in her new home - and new country.
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MEDEC ALF

"Medecalf" written in 1930 by the Revd. Thomas Metcalfe,
vicar of Mytholmroyd W.R. 1906-1924 is dedicated to fall interes-
ted Medecalfs' and its purpose 'to enable Medecalfs to gain a
truer appreciation of their ancestors and collaterals.'

When, in the 12th century the newly formed counties of
Westmorland, Cumberland and the West Riding ot York were formed
the boundaries ran along the tops of the ranges of hills passing
along Holme Fell, Middleton Fell, Middleton Calf Top and Cragg
Hill. (See map on page 1)

The occupier of Middleton Calf Top then was one William
de Dent who became known as Williem Medecalf de Dent, Chief Forr-
ester of Wensleydale with Langstrothdale. So the origin of the
surname Metecalfe in all its variations of spelling is said to be
derived from Middleton Calf Top.

William Medecalf de Dent was the son of William fil
Maldred de Dent whose grandfather was Gospatrick, Earl of North-
umberland and Dunbar. The Earl was a direct descendant of Kenneth
111, King of Seotland in the 10th century.

Gospatrick's son Dolphin, lord of the lend of Cérlisle,
who in 1092 was driven out, became prominent because of his conn-
ection with the Sheriff of Yorkshire's expedition against William
the Lion in 1174. Dolphin had five sons of whom William was one.
Te made settlements of land on all his sons and William held lend
at Dent, hence his name.

The descend~
ants of William the
Ghief Forrester of

Wengsl eyd ale through Kenneth III, Malcolm 1I,

Waltheof, Earl of  Ethelred II,

his son Richeard and

King of Scodland. King of Scotland.

Northumberland. King of England.

great-grandson Adam, Crinan = Bethoc. Ubtred, = Zlfgifu.
who became Chief ‘mjmmel Earl of
Northumbrla

Steward of Middleham,
cleared »nd occupied

[

1. Duncan 1, 3. Gospatrick,

|
2. Maldred, = Zdgyth.

that po:["'t ion of the King of Scotland.  Northumbrian Cumbrian
Torest of Wensl ey- Thane, lord of earl, Lord of
dale within the ‘Old Ravenswrl)rth, cte. Raby, ete.
orish of Askrisg Thorfinn. Gospatrick,
Slek) B P

from where it joins
that of Dent. These

|
Bodin Bardolph.

Earl of Northumbria,
and of Dunbar, Lord
of Raby, etc.

were the Medecalfs Akary.
who went south of
the 01d Cam Road and i Hal”ey- ‘ |
m - Je
Cam Fell , and to the Dolphin. Waltheof, Gospatrick, ~ Octreda.  Gunilda.
east and south of Lord of Earl of
Wither Fell, They l . Allendale. Dunbar.
descended from the WﬁA Rg t S | Uetheed HI
> . L uiiam QDEr! Wayn g tred, amon,
heads of the Tivers 1 Malred, Fitz2Maldred, fil Dolphin,  Lord of  Lord of
Ribble s Whaorfe and Lord of Carleton,  Lord.of Raby, Lord of Strickland, Lowther,
others to the south Middleton, Dent, etc. Stavely, etc. etc.
of Penyghent, then - Geofirey, ete.
JE William fil who
eastward along the William de Dent,  adopted his
dales of the Wharfe - also William mother’s
and Nidd to Uredale Medecalf de Dent,  surname of
Chief Forester of Nevill.
(Wensleydale) from Wensleydale with
Bainbridge towards Langstrothdale,
Middleham. 1194~1200.
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The descendents of Richard, grandson of William Mede-
calf de Dent went to the north of the 0ld Cam Road and cleared
and enclosed that portion of the Forest of Wensleydale which

had for its western boundary

in the north, the head of the Ure

from where it runs past Mossdale Moor, Widdale Head to Grove
Head in the south; its boundary then turned north-east past
Wethgr Tell to Bainbridge, then by Stag's Fell to the Ure Head,
all in the o0ld parish of Askrigg.

The lands occ~
pied by the Medecalfs,
although mainly within
the Forest of Wensley-
dale with Langstrothdale
stretched many miles be-
yond, and among the Med«: -
calf descendants were
well-to-do heads of var-
ious branches.,of the One
Family which "in 1586
was reckoned and in 1607
was counted the most num-
erous in England."

William Mede-
calf de Dent was supp-
osedly the cousin of
Geoffrey Fitzmaldred,
lord of Raby, later cal-
led Geoffrey Nevill, acc-
ording to the Revd. Thom-

as, writer of the book,
If this is indeed so then

a large number of Metcalfes,
if not all, will Dbe des-
cendants of the royal
lines of Scotland. The
difficulty is for each
and every one of us to
prove this descent. The
only way to justify such
a claim is for each of wus
to prove it in our own
case, but unfortunately
for the majority of us

it will not be possible,

The assertion
that Metcalfes do der-
ive from the royal houses
of Scotland, Bngland
and Denmark in the 10th
century ds supported by
scholarly argument and
evidence, much of which
the Revd. Thomas Met-
calfe assembled and
mogst of what he contends
for is quite definitely
agreed by authorities
and school of heralds.

William Medecalf de Dent,
Chief Forester of Wensleydale with Langstrothdale, 1194~1200.

Richard Medecalf de Dent.
I

Richard lMedccalf,
ancestor of the Medecalfs of
Wether Fell and of the north-west
of the Old Cam Road to Bain-
brigg, Askrigg and its Common

| to the River Swale.
Adam Medecalf de Dent, |

Adam Medel:a[f de Dent,
ancestor of Medecalfs, mainly
on the south-east of the Old Cam
Road to Bainbrigg and south of
the River Ure.

killed 1278. Roger.
I |
Adam Medecalf of Bainbrigg, Leonard.
head of Medecalf kin. |
Bryan.

I
Adam Medecalf of Thornton Rust.
|
Richard Medecalf.
|
Thomas Medecalf.

|
John Medecalf.

e
James Medecalf,
a captain at Agincourt, 1413.

I
Miles Metcalfe,
Recorder, etc., of York.

l
Thomas Metcalfe,
of Nappa.

1. Sir James Metcalfe,
of Nappa.

2. Ottiwell Metcalfe,
of West Witton.

|
James Metcalfe,

| generosus, de Swinethwaite,
James Metcalfe, |
of Nappa, Esq.

Sir Christopher Metcalfe.

Ottiwell, Ge(irge, Ost\lrold, Christlopher,
of Hood
Grange.

Frances Metcalfe==Williain Robinson, |

| 1627, knighted 1633. I
1. Gilbert, of

Sir Thomas Metcalfe.

l
| 3. Richard, of
Margaret Robinson=William Weddell,

Hood Grange. the Porch House,
died without | Northallerton.
surviving issue. |
Their estates were inherited by Thomas 1. George, 2. John,
Philip Robinson, Earl Grey. of Firby. of Tanton.
Thomas Philip, [ | |
2nd Earl Grey. 2. William. 1. Gilbert.
| |
| Dr. Roger
1. George. 2. William. Metcalfe,
| father of
i 1 the Hawstead
1. John Metcalfe, 2. Robert Metcalfe, Metcalfs.

who inherited who Inherited

Weathercote Southerscales
and Ingleton from his father
from his father William.

William.
Margaret Robinson==Robert Vyner of Newby Hall, etc.

l
Mary Evelyn=Lord Alwyne, Frederick Compton.
31 July, 1836.
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HELP WANTED

Mrs S. Walls, 54, Overlea Drive Hawarden, Clwyd is looking
for the marriage of a Christopher Metcalf in the Dales prior
to 1766 when his first child was born at 4ysgerth, and also
the date of his death after 1769. She is also interested in
the death of a George Metcalfe of Aysgarth or Askrigg (18th
century only). ~

Miss Flora A. Metcalfe, 812-470 George St., S. Peterborough,
Ontario, Canada, is looking for the merriage of her g.g.g.
grandfather James Metcalfe, to Mn (sometimes called Nancy)
Sawyer, about 1782 or 1783%. Their eldest son, James, was
baptised 6th Feb., 1784 in Bolton Parish, Cumberlend. She
can find no trace of their marrisge in either Cumberlend,. -

- Westmorlend or Yorkshire. If anyone gomes across it while

researching other counties would they please inform Miss
Metcalfe or she is willing to cover the cost of a search in
marriasge registers.

Mr, J.W. Metcalfe, 7, Rounderoft, Romiley, Stockport, Cheshire,
SK6 41L, is trying to trace an Alexander Metcalfe who married
a Catherine Bradley. He was a plasterer and had a son William
whose grave is at Skipton. Alexander and Catherine may have
been married at Burnsall on 10th February, 1783.

Mrs P, Russell, 35, Thackeray Drive, Vicar's Cross, Chester,
CH? 5LP needs help in the search of the birth or baptism of

a John Metcalfe about 1700 who married Grace Gelderd at Mitton,
Lancs. on 17th fugust, 1719.

HELP OFFERED

Mrs S. Walls, (address above) writes that while resesrching
the parish registers of Llanarmon yn ial in the old county

of Denbyshire she realised that there were a number of Met-
calfes imcluded, all spelled in different ways. She saw
several entries spelled Macaff, Mecaff and Medcaffe. She con-
cluded from these that an immigrant arriving from Yorkshire in
the 18th century speaking with a Yorkshire accent would prob-
ably pronounce the name something like that and the parish
clerk would record it as it sounded. Mrs Walls has enclosed
the following entries from that perish and is willing to search
for earlier variants of the name for anyone interested.

Baptisms: Thomas son of Robert and mnn Metcalf 1752
Flizabeth dau. of Robert and tnn Metcarf 1754
Robert son of Thomas and Elinor Metcalfe 1778
Margaret dsu. of Thomas and Elinor Metcalfe 1782

Marrisges: Thomas Medcalf and Elinor Lloyd of Llanfair by licence
17T
Robert Metcalf and Elinor Jones 1776
Hugh Jones and Mnn Metecslf 1770

Burial: Robert Medcaffe, schoolmaster, 1801

Mrs M. Collins, 30, Calthorpe Road, Walsall, West Midlands,
WS5 31X, holds copies of all Metcalfe entries in the follow-
ing parishes - Hardraw 1759-1835; Grintom 1641-1867; and
Askrigg 1655-1871. These are in addition to those listed in
the last newsletter. She has also a list of twins and tripl-
ets in various registers.

Mr. Harold A. Metcalfe, 29, Grosmont Place, Bramley, Leeds,
I51% 2PA has in his possession the will of George Metcalfe
of Southerpiscales in the parish ot Bentham, dated 1786. Ben-
eficiaries were - MWis wife Elizabeth Y and at her death the

principle to be shared into mine parts - John Metcalfe,



HELP OFFERED Cont'd.

George Metcalfe, Agnes Rawes, Catherine Bibby, Elizabeth Blant, Margaret Twaites
and Antony Metcalfe -~ all lawful children. One ninth to be divided among the
three children of his late daughter Isabel Ward and one ninth to the children of
his son Joshua. The Executors were to be his sons John and George in the presence
of Henry Ellershaw and Robert Metcalfe. He also holds a letter dated 1818 from
George Metcalfe, Private, 68th Regiment of Foot serving in Fermoy, Ireland, to
Agnes Metcalfe who was probably his mother.

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members:-

Mrs. Patricia Russell, 35 Thackeray Drive, Vicar's Cross, CHESTER.

Mr. J.W. Metcalfe, 7 Roundcroft, Romiley, STOCKPORT, SK6 4LL.

Mrs. R. Metcalfe, 124 Otley 0ld Road, LEEDS, LS16 6JS.

Miss E. Metcalfe, 2 Woodview Mount, Dewsbury Road, LEEDS, LS11 6LG.

Mr. K. Maclaughlin, 59 Plymbridge Road, Willowdale, North York, ONTARIO, Canada.

INFORMATION GIVEN IN BAPTISM REGISTERS.
It may be of help to members to know what information they may expect to find
in Baptism Registers.
Before 1837 the date of baptism not birth, is shown and delay betwen birth and
baptism could vary from months to years.
Up to 1812 Baptism Registers consisted of blank sheets on which the Parish Clerk
wrote details of each baptism. From Tst January 1813 registers consisted of
printed forms with columns for the date of baptism, christian names of child,
parents' christian names, father's surname, abode and profession and by whom the
ceremony was performed.

Some baptisms are not of children, but of adults.

Some baptisms are missing for a variety of reasons.
For instance, parents may have left the parish or become Non-Conformists ar
Quakers. The parish clerk may have been negligent and not entered the baptism.
Some children were never baptised at all and some families baptised all the
children at one and the same time.

INFORMATION GIVEN ON CENSUS RETURNS.
The dates of the four censuses of which the returns are available to the
public are as follows:-
7th June 1841; 30th March 1851; 8th April 1861; 2nd April 1871.
In 1841 the householder's name is followed by his dependants, but relationships
are not given. T
Enumeration marks are very important.
A single line marks the end of a household.
A double line marks the end of a building.
The exact address is rarely given, only the name of the street.
The exact ages for children up to, 14 is shown, but thereafter the ages are shown
in five year groups 15-19, 20-24, etc.

Occupations are given, but not the exact place of birth only whether or not born
in the same county, YES or NO.

The 1851, 1861 and 1871 returns include exact addresses, ages. birthplaces
and relationships to head of household.

THE CALENDAR CHANGE OF 1752.

Until the 1st January 1752, the year began on 25th March, so January 1750
followed December 1750.

The Calendar was reformed in 1751 and the year started with January in 1752, so
1751 was nearly three months short.

To avoid confusion, it is advisable to put both old and new style dates.




